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· Ford Airport Day Update 
     
· Marking Your Plane 
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            Ford Airport Day is rapidly approaching.  Plans are coming along well.  The insurance has been sub-
mitted and approved.  The posters are done and “HOPEFULLY” being circulated.  Have you printed your 10 
and posted them???  I did an interview with Aaron Harper from WJNR / WOBE and he will start doing 
“News minutes” with the info about the event.  We also had an article with the local newspaper with a picture 
of the Breezy and it’s pilot.  The food permit has been submitted.  Final preparation for the event will be done 
at our meeting on Wednesday, September 9th, 6:30 PM at Kubick Aviation.  Please attend to help with final  
details.  We need to make this event a successful one. 
 
            I am working with the radio stations on our “pay for” radio ads, using the two local stations and getting 
“free interview time” with each station.  I am also firming up final details with The Daily News for stretching 
the remainder of our “reduced” advertising dollars as far as I can.  I will need to get a new picture to the   
newspaper for another “free publicity article”.  Maybe something about the helicopter would be nice.  I can’t 
remember who was going to contact the RC Airplane group, but I hope that happened.  I understand Dave and 
Terry were going to work on the “Drug screening waiver” for the donation flights, verifying the procedures, 
rules, and getting the pilot names to the FAA. 
 
            On a personal aviation note, a few items about the Mooney.  I was going to take a short hop to         
Manistique for business in late July (to look at a truck for a trade appraisal).  Performed a normal pre-flight 
and got in and the starter just groaned.  Batteries just went dead.  After charging and testing, I determined they 
were shot.  Chad got me a set (yes, 2 for this bird) of the “Gel cell” batteries.  Man they work nice.  The plane 
has never started this crisp since I bought it.  A few weeks later Beth, the two boys and I took a day trip to 
Mackinaw Island.  It still amazes me how a 50 minute flight eliminates a 3 ½ hour drive and an expensive 
ferry ride to the island.  At the termination of the flight we land in a place where a pair of horses pulling a 
wagon is the only transport, other than our feet, to take us downtown.  A short hop (and I mean short) put us in 
St Ignace at dinnertime for a fantastic meal of seafood and we were home by 10 PM.  Airplane ownership   
provided us with a day’s worth the recreation that would otherwise taken two or more days and a motel.   
Awesome!! 
 
Tom Sullivan 
 

The Next Meeting 

Is at Kubick Aviation in Iron Mountain.  
 

 

For info contact Chad at Ph  906.779.0656  
 
 

Wednesday  September 9th     
6:30 pm CDT / 7:30 pm EDT 



SECRETARY’S NOTES        Mike Betti       mbetti@hughes.net 


) )#��/�!0�	

������%' �����#���1)�%.(�
+%��%�'��� )' ��
 
Chapter 439 Members present: 
 
            Mike Betti                               Scott Trask                              Bill Landry                   
            Bruce Flannery                       Lynn Sykes                             Dave Vandenburg 
            Jim Riverside                          Tom Sullivan                          Chad Kubick 
            Whitey Jenson                         Mike Young                            Bob Hill 
 
 
Dave Vandenburg discussed the various activities lined up for Ford Airport Day with the group.  
 
            At present we will have Young Eagle rides, adult airplane rides, and helicopter rides.  
            Also booths will be setup by NMU Aviation program, DCPA, and CAP. 
            Mike Betti will contact the local model airplane club and museum to see if they would like to attend. 
            Tom Sullivan will contact the local car club to see if they would attend. 
            Bruce Flannery via Terry Glimn to make contact with the parachute plane pilots to attend the show. 
            Jim Riverside will do the poster layout and forward copies to other members to distribute. 
            Dave Vandenburg will get model airplanes to hand out to kids attending. 
            Chad Kubick will make the County hanger available for use September 19. 
            Jim Riverside talked about running some old aviation films for spectator viewing. 
            Dave Vandenburg reviewed point of contact list.  
                        He is also looking for everyone to pound a few doors for prizes to be given out.  
                        Chad Kubick offered at no charge 3 introductory flights to be raffled off. 
            Chad Kubick will make contact to have the airport sign changed to the current dates. 
            Tom Sullivan will contact local radio for advertisement. 
 
The group decided on $3 admission, $10 max. per family to the show. 
 
In old news, Mike Betti offered the Chapter $300 for the Corben Ace project. It appeared the airplane would be 
scrapped if not taking over by anyone, no others showed interest to date. Tom Sullivan made a motion to give 
the airplane to Mike Betti at no charge since there was good intentions of it being finished and the others who 
worked on it over the years could see their work as a finished airplane, Dave Vandenburg supported, all others 
voted in favor.  
 
Bill Landry and Lynn Sykes talked about a program, Air Academy, taking place in Marquette August 21-22. 
Any pilots interested in attending may contact them. 
 
Chad Kubick of Kubick Aviation provided refreshments and sweet rolls for the group. 
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Ford Airport Day Update 
          As you read this, Our Ford Airport Day event is only a couple of weeks away.  Planning is going 
well and you should be seeing (and possibly posting) some advertising posters in the near future.  
Aaron sent an electronic copy of our advertising poster to everyone on the Newsletter list and I hope 
you can all print and hang a few copies in your local library, grocery store, and any businesses that 
will allow the posters.  If we all do a few, no one will have to spend too much on ink and paper. 

          I have added a short promo to the TV 6 “Community Events” website and also to their “on the 
air” announcements.  I will also try to get something in the Mining Journal just before the event.  I 
know the Iron Mountain Newspaper has  already published a nice article about the event, so if    
someone in the Escanaba area can contact their local newspaper and get a mention in the 
“Community Events” section (or even a full article) I believe we will have the area pretty well covered. 
The only real concerns I have at this point involve the weather and having enough people available 
the day of the event.  I can see a real panic if enough people do not show up to work.  Guess we just 
have to hope for the best. 

          Just so we are all “singing from the same sheet of music”, I have reproduced the Article Tom 
wrote for the Iron Mountain Newspaper below. 

          The local Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) Chapter 439 will hold the eighth annual Ford 
Airport Day on Saturday, Sept. 19, at Ford Airport, near Kingsford Michigan. 

The event will run from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Due to changes in the EAA national policy    
concerning air shows by individual chapters and 
current economic conditions, there will not be an 
air show with aerobatic acts this year.  Instead, 
there will be many aircraft on the field to view, as 
well as some local amateur built aircraft and 
builders available to discuss these aircraft. 

"In addition, we have a very nice slate of         
activities planned," said Tom Sullivan, president 
of EAA Chapter 439. 

"We will provide free Young Eagle rides as     
always. We will also have rides available (for a 
small fee) for adults in fixed wing airplanes, as 
well as a helicopter," he said. 

There will be remote control aircraft providing         
demonstrations, and we are expecting to have a  
powered parachute display. 

A kid sized World War 1 aircraft flight simulator 
will be on the grounds for the children to fly, and 
there will be three or four "Peddle Airplanes" for 
the younger kids to play on in a designated 
area. 

There will also be available rides on a Breezy 
aircraft. This aircraft is a very unique “open 

 

 

The Breezy 4 



EAA 439 members place your ad here by sending it to    agustafson@chartermi.net 
Please include price and contact information in your ad 

 
WANTED    Rotax 582 Overhall video    Contact Aaron  agustafson@chartermi.net 
 
FOR SALE  1946 Luscombe 8A.  65 HP.  Chromed C65.  All metal.  Hand held + Gel Cel Battery. Old GPS.   
Light Sport eligible    Asking $20,000.  
Contact Don Brackenbury  Ph 906.786.3882 or d.brack@att.net     
 
FOR SALE TRADE or PART OUT:  
BD-4 four place high wing Project. Val Bernhardt's 464VB is a complete aircraft less engine and avionics. Includes extra parts, 
extra rear stabilator, full set of extra fiberglass wing tubs, new set of fiberglass wing tips. Some restoration done. $4500 OBO  
Contact Lloyd Ph  906 774 7379 
 
FOR SALE   Weedhopper 40, Rotax 447, 7 hrs. TT, like new, electric start, full panel, w/ trailer. REDUCED $5000 OBO.   
Ph 906 346 3237  (reason for sale, Need hanger space) 

 

FOR SALE   WANTED    
AIRCRAFT PARTS   AIRCRAFT   ULTRALIGHTS   PROPS   ENGINES 

FUTURE EVENTS 
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   Sept 9th               Chapter 439 Meeting 
                             Kubick’s Lounge 
                                    See page 2 for details 

   
  Sept  19th        Ford Airport Day 

cockpit” design and has just returned from giving rides at the EAA’s national convention at Oshkosh 
Wisconsin. 

There will also be a variety of custom cars on the grounds to view, and door prizes will be awarded 
throughout the day. 

This year's admissions fee will be $3 each, children 12 and under free, and a maximum family          
admission cost of $10. Parking is free. 

In addition, each of the first 400 children under the age of 12 will receive a free door prize. 

A pancake breakfast and chapter sponsored lunch will be available at the event. 

           Well, there you have it.  If you notice    
something you think we are missing or have     
suggestions, please call or Email me.  Also be sure 
to attend the next Chapter meeting so we can     
finalize our plans and “fill out” the work                
assignments.  We have volunteers to coordinate 
each of the major functions but need lots of “worker 
bees” to make them happen.  I know we can have 
a great time and showcase ourselves and our     
airplanes if we all do our part. 

           Dave VanDenburg 

FAD Update continued from page 4 



TC Tid Bits  Technical Counselor Dave VanDenburg   WA8DOF@yahoo.com 

 

Figure 1 

 

 

Marking and Labeling Your Aircraft  
Last month we discussed some of the more common mistakes “Homebuilders” (that’s 

us!) sometimes make in the use of hardware.  This month I thought we might continue the 
theme by talking about the various requirements (often overlooked) to mark and label parts of 
our Amateur Built aircraft.  I am referring to the Instrument panel (and gage) markings, control 
marking,and passenger warning. 

 
Lets begin with the Instrument panel and our engine and flight instruments.  If we use 

“steam” (analog) gages, they need to be marked with certain pieces of information.  For 
example, your airspeed indicator needs a red line at the VNE , or maximum allowable indicated 
airspeed.  Engine instruments should be marked with the engine manufacturers recommended 
operating ranges.  In addition, if you mark 
the gage (as most of us do) by placing a 
small piece of tape on the glass at the 
proper point, you also need to add a 
“slippage”mark.  This is simply a small 
paint dot on the glass with an adjacent dot 
on the instrument case.  The purpose of 
these dots is to alert the pilot that the 
glass has rotated and that the mark may 
no longer be in the proper place.  Figure 1 
shows a typical small aircraft instrument 
panel.  Note the red line at 95 MPH (VNE) 
and the small paint dots at the 9 O’clock 
position on the airspeed indicator.   

 
Similarly, the oil pressure gage is marked with lines indicating the minimum and 

maximum oil pressure, which indicate the normal operating range.  A “green” arc between the 
two red marks would be even better. The oil temperature gage is also marked with the 
maximum allowable oil temperature.  Both gages have slippage marks. Note however, if the 
limit and normal operating range information is silk screened or painted on the face of the 
instrument (not on the glass) we do not need the slippage marks.  Also, if you have one of the 
new EFIS systems without any “round dial” gages, these requirements do not apply. 

  
Another requirement many builders forget is the requirement to label the engine controls 

and the direction of their operation.  By this I mean the Thottle, Carb Heat, Mixture, Magneto, 
and Propeller controls.  You are probably thinking that this is not necessary.  After all, You 
built the aircraft and certainly know what the controls are and how they work, but what 
happens when you let your buddy fly the aircraft?  Pulling the mixture control full out (to the 

Fig 1 
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“Idle-Cut Off” position) when the pilot 
thought he was applying Carb Heat can 
certainly lead to some of that unwanted 
inflight excitement we have discussed in 
the past.  Figure 2 shows how one builder 
chose to label his throttle and mixture 
control on an AirCamper.  Note how each 
control is clearly marked with function 
and direction of operation.   

   
 
 
 
 

While we are discussing signage in the 
cockpit, lets look at the passenger warning.  
This is simply a small placcard that 
informs any passengers that your aircraft is 
“amateur built” and thus is not required to 
conform to many FAA safety and 
construction standards (read this as the 
FARs).  Even if your aircraft does conform 
to all the construction and safety standards 

listed in the FARs, you are still licensed “Expermental” and thus need this placcard.  The 
wording for the placcard can be found in FAA Order 8130.2  and in the Advisory Circular AC 
20-27F.  Both of these documents are available online at www.FAA.gov.  The placcard itself 
can be a simple label with the warning typed on before the label is stuck to the instrument 
panel.  Figure 3 is an example of a “homemade” passenger warning.  This builder bought a self 
sticking mailing label at a local stationary store and used his computer and printer to add the 
wording.  Pretty cheap and easy, but very professional looking.  You can also do this on clear 
mailing labels which lets the background color show, as with the “solo” warning adjacent to 
the passenger warning.  Of course you can also buy these labels from your favorite aircraft 
parts supply store, but what fun is that? 

 
 
Well, I believe that is a wrap for this month.  Fly safe and keep the construction projects 

going and I will see you at the next Chapter meeting.  As always, if you have questions or 
comments give me a call or an Email.  I would be happy to hear from you. 

Fig 3 
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EAA CHAPTER 439 OFFICERS: 
 
Chairman of the Board:  Whitey Jensen  517 Sagola Ave.  Kingsford, MI  906-774-5550 
President:  Tom Sullivan   P.O. Box 264 - Quinnesec, MI   49876  906-774-0098   toms1@chartermi.net 
Executive Vice President:  Jim Riverside W9390 Nocerini Rd. Iron Mountain, MI 49801  jriverside@charter.net 
Vice President:  Mike Youngs 1716 River Street    Niagara, WI 54151   i2av8or@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:  Terry Glimn  972 14.5 Lane  Bark River, MI   49807   906-466-5325  tnglimn@dsnet.us 
Secretary/Web Editor:  Mike Betti W9424 Peterson  Drive Iron Mountain, MI  49801  906-779-1368 mbetti@hughes.net 
Editors:  Aaron & Trish Gustafson  N4323 Traders Mine Road  Iron Mountain MI 49801  906-774-0683  agustafson@chartermi.net 
YE Coordinator:   Scott Trask  N4592 Bass Lake Road  Iron Mountain, MI 49801  906-779-9157  strask@diisd.org 
Membership Coordinator/Nominating Chairman:  Bruce St.Onge embryeagle@gmail.com 
Volunteer Chairman:  Donna Sisk N2210 Patrick Place  Lake Geneva, WI 53147 Cell 954-647-4396  Siskdk@aol.com  
Technical Counselor:  David VanDenburg 140 Station Road Gwinn, MI 49841 906-346-7576  WA8DOF@yahoo.com 
Librarian:   Bruce Flannery  6403 Russel 23.4 Lane  Gladstone, MI 49837  906-428-2292  bflannery@chartermi.net 

 

Dues are $15.00 a year! From August 1st   Please send them to our treasurer! 
  Website:  www.eaa439.org 

EAA Chapter 439 
P.O. Box 264 
Quinnesec 
MI     49876 

 


