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· Ford Airport Day Pic’s 
 
· Stick a Fork in it Mabel 
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    Another Ford Airport Day has come and gone.  There is really no question to the success of our 2009 event.  
Despite the new restriction from National on air shows by chapters, our chapter did an awesome job finding 
ways to downsize a major event and yet keep it appealing to our local community.  Attendance was impressive 
for the day, and what amazed me even more was the interest level of those that did attend.  Rather than see a 
lot of people attending for just the “Air show”, with questions constantly about when it was going to start (the 
show being their only interest), we had a more dedicated group of visitors with a “true” aviation interest.  Most 
stayed for quite a while, and absorbed the entire event.  I saw far more people visiting with our vendors set up 
in the hangar.  The “Peddle Airplanes” went over great.  There was almost a constant line at the flight       
simulator, and the kids seemed to have a blast on it. 
 
   Dave Vandenburg sent out an email thanking Beth and me for our contribution to the show, and falsely noted 
it was successful because of us.  Contrary to his comments, the shows success lies directly with the effort put 
forward by everyone (which I know Dave will agree).  But especially, the success is the result of members like 
Dave that put forward a huge amount of work building a simulator, building 3 peddle planes, arranging for 
NMU to come down with two “REAL” aircraft engine displays and getting us two impressive aircraft such as 
the Breezy and the helicopter.  Other chapter members also gave significant time and effort before and during 
the show, many not getting a moment’s break from the action.  It’s refreshing to announce that the efforts of 
our members will show in our bank account too.  This will go down as one of our most successful events (out 
of 8 ), with significantly less work and stress.  Considering we had such a low entry fee, and the public really 
enjoyed the event, it becomes a real success when the financial outcome is good as well.  My kudos go out to 
everyone that was part of our 2009 event. 
 
   We are due for a meeting in Escanaba.  I suggest we meet at Terry’s hangar for our October meeting.        
November, with deer season, might be a good month for a break on meetings.  Considering the tremendous 
contribution from our Marquette / Gwinn group, I think a meeting in December at Gwinn might be in order.  
January 9th is looking like the best date for our annual chapter Christmas Party, which I’m willing to host again 
if the membership desires.  No feelings hurt if the group would like to look at a different venue as well.   
 
Tom Sullivan 
 

The Next Meeting 

Is at Terry Glimn’s Hanger in Escanaba.  
 

 

For info contact Terry at Ph  906.466.5325   
 
 

Saturday  Oct 24   9 CDT / 10 EDT 



 

FOR SALE   WANTED    
AIRCRAFT PARTS   AIRCRAFT   ULTRALIGHTS   PROPS   ENGINES 

FUTURE EVENTS 
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  Oct 24               Chapter 439 Meeting  
                                    Terry Glimn’s              

   
  Nov                   NO Chapter 439 Meeting 
                                     
 

  Dec                  Chapter 439 Meeting 
                                    Gwinn??? 
 

  Jan  9               Chapter 439 Christmas Party 
                                    Tom Sullivan’s 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you Beth Sullivan for heading up the Kitchen: 
 

It was a hugemungous job and Beth made a             
hugemungous success of it.  Thank you! 

Soliciting fresh or updated ads 
Send ads to agustafson@chartermi.net 



TC Tid Bits  Technical Counselor Dave VanDenburg   WA8DOF@yahoo.com 

 

Figure 1 

 

 

Stick a fork in it Mabel!  I think it’s done. 
 
 
            Looks like we can put another successful Ford Airport Day event in the books.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to recap the event and try to thank all the Chapter members that made it possible.  I think I have 
enough data to give you all an idea of what we accomplished. 
 
            As you recall, the long pole in our tent was going to be Young Eagle rides with a smattering of other 
flying activities.  According to Jim Riverside’s final report, we had 12 pilots who flew a total of 75 Young   
Eagles.  I understand we also flew a flock of “old buzzards”.   As always, we had our hands full, and Inez, Jan, 
and Marge did a great job of “making order out of chaos” and keeping the paperwork straight.  I do not know 
how they managed to keep up, but they did.  Mostly hard work I guess.  The pilots were very busy as well.  
The other flying activities were equally successful. 
 
 
 
 
Mark Yankovich and his girl friend Jane 
Brown did a great job with the “Breezy” rides.  
Mark flew nonstop most of the day while Jane 
registered the passengers and loaded and 
unloaded folks to speed up the operation.  All 
in all, the Breezy flew until about 5:00 PM and 
flew a total of 28 people.  Even once around 
the pattern takes a while with all the taxiing  
required.  The Breezy was a big hit with a lot 
of people and a real boost to our event.  If we 
do this next year, we should ask Mark to     
participate again as this airplane is a real crowd 
pleaser. 
 

            Terry told me he provided 36 rides to 
folks who wanted a little longer ride than the 
Breezy crew provided.  This was a real asset to 
the event as well and a lot of people had a 
chance to experience general aviation at a very 
reasonable price. 
 
            I talked to Don (the helicopter guy) after 
the event.  He said he sold 39 rides and was 
very happy with the way things went.  He said 
he would like to come back next year if we have 
another event like this.  I am sure the helicopter 
brought out a lot of folks and helped our bottom 
line. 

Tom never quite got the Beachey off the ground... 
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...but Don (the helicopter guy) did—39 times 



 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            The pedal planes appeared to be a hit also, although my inability to supervise “RugRat Field” resulted 
in minor damage to three.  I had hoped parents would supervise and maybe keep the “too big” children out, but 
there was no serious damage and all three planes have been repaired.  If we do this again, we really need to 
find some adult supervision. 
 
 
 
 
            Snoopy the combat simulator also went 
over well and we had a line to “fly” it most of the 
day.  My wife Jane manned it until Noon and 
Brian did most of the afternoon.  Each child had a 
5 minute chance to kill the Red Baron and some of 
them did very well.   Several “kills” were recorded 
and a lot of bridges were bombed and strafed.  I 
also saw some impressive “aerobatics”. 
 
 
 
 
 
            I guess the bottom line is the financial report.  Tom is still counting some of the money but he reports 
we made a profit of over twenty five hundred dollars, which is the second best we have done in the eight year 
history of the event.  Lynn and Aaron did a great job collecting money at the gate and Beth and her crew     
provided outstanding food and service.  We should have a final breakdown of costs and profits at the next 
Chapter meeting. 
 
            All in all, I would say the event was a tremendous success and you should all be proud of your        
contributions.  I know there were many of you I have not recognized so please forgive me and accept my     
sincere “Thank You”.  You done good!   
 
            I would like to discuss the event at the next Chapter meeting as I am compiling a list of “lessons 
learned” and things we might do differently in the future, so please plan to attend.  It will also give me a 
chance to say “thank you” in person. 
 
            By the way, the photos on the web site and in this article were all taken by Mike Betti.  I had intended 
to take about a million pictures but got busy and totally forgot.   Fortunately Mike took time out from parking 
airplanes and ramp security to save me again.  Thanks Mike. 
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Take that Red Baron! 



 
Contributors to this issue of Skywriting's 

—————————— 
 
FAD Recap                                         Dave VanDenburg                                              
FAD Pictures                                      Mike Betti 
 
Cover photo                                        Mike Betti       

EAA CHAPTER 439 OFFICERS: 
 
Chairman of the Board:  Whitey Jensen  517 Sagola Ave.  Kingsford, MI  906-774-5550 
President:  Tom Sullivan   P.O. Box 264 - Quinnesec, MI   49876  906-774-0098   toms1@chartermi.net 
Executive Vice President:  Jim Riverside W9390 Nocerini Rd. Iron Mountain, MI 49801  jriverside@charter.net 
Vice President:  Mike Youngs 1716 River Street    Niagara, WI 54151   i2av8or@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:  Terry Glimn  972 14.5 Lane  Bark River, MI   49807   906-466-5325  tnglimn@dsnet.us 
Secretary/Web Editor:  Mike Betti W9424 Peterson  Drive Iron Mountain, MI  49801  906-779-1368 mbetti@hughes.net 
Editors:  Aaron & Trish Gustafson  N4323 Traders Mine Road  Iron Mountain MI 49801  906-774-0683  agustafson@chartermi.net 
YE Coordinator:   Scott Trask  N4592 Bass Lake Road  Iron Mountain, MI 49801  906-779-9157  strask@diisd.org 
Membership Coordinator/Nominating Chairman:  Bruce St.Onge embryeagle@gmail.com 
Volunteer Chairman:  Donna Sisk N2210 Patrick Place  Lake Geneva, WI 53147 Cell 954-647-4396  Siskdk@aol.com  
Technical Counselor:  David VanDenburg 140 Station Road Gwinn, MI 49841 906-346-7576  WA8DOF@yahoo.com 
Librarian:   Bruce Flannery  6403 Russel 23.4 Lane  Gladstone, MI 49837  906-428-2292  bflannery@chartermi.net 

 

Dues are $15.00 a year! From August 1st   Please send them to our treasurer! 
  Website:  www.eaa439.org 

EAA Chapter 439 
P.O. Box 264 
Quinnesec 
MI     49876 

 


