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· Sun ’n Fun Report 
· Keep your prop a’turning 
· Mystery Spot  
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   Spring has finally arrived.  We have a pancake breakfast and Young Eagles event coming up on June 9th at Kubick  
Aviation’s hangar.  Please consider flying kids or helping with the breakfast.  This is a great way to support your chapter, 
promote our sport, enjoy aviation and spend time with your fellow pilots.  A short side note; Larry Jensen stopped in my  
office recently to review the Y.E. forms.  He had ordered more forms for his own use, and was surprised to see some of the 
changes.  The new form has a much more “legal” look to it, with a full-page waiver on the backside of the registration.  All 
Y.E. pilots should review the requirements set by National for both the pilot and the aircraft.  Your coverage under their  
insurance is affected by your compliance of the rules.  In the long run, this is for the safety of the kids and liability of the 
pilot and our chapter. Call Chad to get on the volunteer list or Scott Trask if you can fly kids.  They may also need some 
help setting up the Friday evening before. 
 
   I received a call from David Pasahow, our chapter member from Dallas with a summer home and hangar here, after the 
last newsletter hit the streets (or tarmac).  He was disappointed with the reported loss in airport funds for our air show.   He 
pledged $2,000 to the chapter to help fill the void for advertising.  I received the first installment this past week.  Dave has 
been a long time supporter of our chapter, and is on the board of directors of EAA National.  Special thanks go out to Dave, 
as EVERY donation from him has come unsolicited.   
 
   We have two of the air show acts booked for Ford Airport Day in September; Mike Wiskus and the Aerostars, both acts 
fly at Sun ’n Fun and/or AirVenture.  I have the application filled out for a military plane, but have not sent it in.  I am  
struggling with what we should call our event.  We used “Ford Airport Day” from the start, specifically to avoid the         
assumption we had an “Air Show”.  The last two years, and this year, we are truly an “Air Show”, and as such, we should 
indicate that in the event name.  I have tossed the following around for possibilities; Kingsford Air Show, Ford Air Show, 
Ford Airport Show, Iron Mountain Air Show, Chapter 439 Air Show, EAA 439 Air Show.  I would think one of the goals of 
the name would be to identify “where” the show is located.  We accomplished that with the existing name, but “Ford      
Airport Air Show” just doesn’t have a nice ring to it.  Dropping the “Airport” pretty much drops the identity of the location 
to anyone outside of the immediate area, as Ford (Motor Company) could easily sponsor an air show anywhere.  I keep    
going back to “Kingsford Air Show” as I like the flow of it, it’s short, the airport is actually in Kingsford, and the City of 
Kingsford had been a supporter of the show every year (police, fire department, no parking signs, picnic tables, barricades, 
fencing, etc.).  EAA 439 members, give me some feedback!! 
 
   We are out on the Robinson 44 we have had at previous air shows; he has an engagement closer to home.  Joe 
Schumacher found me another option with a guy that flies at AirVenture every year.  The biggest cost is ferrying the    
chopper here, about $1400 (it costs him $350 an hour to fly it, 2 hours up and the same back).  We can make some money 
on the rides, but would likely only recover half of the fee to get him here.  Reviewing his program, it’s certainly fair, and is 
not something he does at much, if any, profit.  Either we round up some sponsorship, consider covering the shortfall with 
the gate receipts, or just scratch the idea.  I struggle with having an air show with nothing for the spectators to get an actual 
ride in if they desire it.  This aspect of the show has always been a hit with the public.  Let me know your thoughts on this as 
well. 
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Is at Terry Glimn’s Hanger  
in Escanaba.   Fly or drive in. 

 

For info contact Terry at 
Ph  906.466.5325 

 

May 12th  10:00 EDT 

The  Next  Meeting   
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MEETING NOTES     From Jim Riverside 
 ————————————————————— 

April 20 th Sun'n Fun South meeting at Jim Riverside's Trailer Site. 
 
Members Present 
Dave Kranz                                              Bob Rogers                                 Jim Riverside                              Inez Riverside 
Mary Lou Vass                                         Jerry Hosteler                              Steve Gerencser                           Sue Gerencser 
Sam Pavel                                                 Andrea Sisk                                 Bryan Sisk                                  Donna Sisk 
Sandy Marsh                                            Larry Marsh                                Bob Martin                                  Cindy Martin 
Lee Ann Goodman                                  Glenn Goodman                           Jeff Wallwork (New Member Sworn In) 
 
Seen at Sun 'n Fun! But not at meeting) 
Debbie Springinsguth                   Terry Glimn                         Larry Wedell           Carl Stenberg                 Leo ?? 
Wayne Springinsguth                   Sharol Sullivan                     Jim Richard             Mike Smith                    Diane Smith 
Donald & Karen Duck (New Members---Yes that is their real name!)                    Jim Hensel 
 
The meeting was called to order by Jim Riverside at 5:42 p.m.  Each person there was given a chance to introduce  
themselves to the rest of the group.  Some have been Chapter 439's Sun 'n Fun South meeting several times.  Others 
were with us for the first time. 
 
Jim reported that he was visited by Terry Glimn, Larry Wedell, Carl Stenberg, Leo ??? and Wayne and Debbie 
Springinsguth, all of the Bark River/Escanaba area and new member Jeff Wallwork from near Toronto, Ontario a couple 
of nights before the meeting.  A nice visit was had by all that evening also.  Heard a report a day later that Larry Wedell 
had bought a motor home!  No confirmed details on it as yet though. 
 
A poll of the members present was conducted to find out who else from the Chapter had been seen at Sun 'n Fun so they 
could be added to the nose count, even though they were not at our meeting.  Hope we didn't miss anyone. 
 
Donna Sisk asked all that were planning on going to AirVenture 2007 to let her know if they were coming, and when 
they would be arriving at Oshkosh, so she could get their credentials ready for them.  AirVenture 2007 is fast              
approaching. 
 
No further business was on the table, so Jerry Hostettler moved for adjournment and was supported by Rob Rogers.  
Meeting adjourned at 5:59. 
 
A Night Aerobatic Air Show followed about an hour later, which was followed by a great fireworks display. 

The New Sun ‘n Fun Logo EAA Chapter 439 South 



SECRETARY’S NOTES        Mike Betti       mbetti@hughes.net 
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Members present:  Approximately 35 members 
from  EAA chapters 439, 850 and the       
Northwood’s chapter of the 99’s. 
           
Some members flew in to SAW and were   
shuttled to the Center by local members. 
 
 
No business meeting was held. 
 
 
Dave VanDenburg started the program at 10:00 
AM 
 
 
The groups were given tours of the Aviation 
Center. Some students and faculty were on 
hand for questions. There was also time for 
hanger flying. 
 
 
Dave VanDenburg, our host, showed a Power 
Point presentation of WWI airplanes and the 
history that followed them.  He also showed 
‘The Old Rhineback Air Show” from New 
York. The program lasted about an hour. Pop 
questions were asked to the group on the     
subject and prizes given for correct  answers.  
 
 
Lunch was served. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 1:00 PM 

Bruce StOnge flew Chad’s C150 rental to SAW 

Food is always a treat. Dave VanDenburg provided lots!!! 

April 21st,  2007 Meeting Notes    NMU Aviation Center, Jacobetti Center 

Mike Youngs examines an engine 



May  12        Terry Glimn’s hanger 
                             Escanaba  10:00 EDT 
                     

May 18-20   Oshkosh work weekend for    
                           Chapter 439 
 

June 9th       National Young Eagles day 
                           Pancake breakfast & YE 
                           Ford aprt Kingsford 

 
June 23-24   Sawyer Airport Show 
                           w/Dave Dacy Air Shows 
 

July 23-29   Airventure Oshkosh 

 
July 27th     "Schwinefest 2007" 

 
Sept 15th     Our own Ford Airport Day 

FUTURE EVENTS 

EAA 439 members place your ad here by sending it to    agustafson@chartermi.net 
Please include price and contact information in your ad 

 
 
 
FOR SALE  7 Champion CH48103 & 5 Champion CH48111 Oil Filters new in their original boxes $14 each or $144 for the lot plus 
shipping. tnglimn@dsnet.us 
 
FOR SALE   McCauley Klip Tip Met-L-Prop. New Old Stock. ALM 7246. Design 1C90     Call Andy or Molly Waidner at 
906.786.8146 or email awaidner@chartermi.net 
 
FOR SALE   IVO medium prop w/ spinner. 3 blade, left hand, ground adjustable, 100 HP max. Never flown, as new.  $600   
agustafson@chartermi.net 
 
FOR SALE   Weedhopper 40, Rotax 447, 7 hrs. TT, like new, electric start, full panel, w/ trailer. $7000.   
Ph 906 346 3237  (reason for sale, Need hanger space) 
 
FOR SALE   Used Lycoming oil filter spin-on adapter , like new, fits most Lycomings, FAA-PMA, $200 
Ph 906 779 1368    mbetti@hughes.net 
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FOR SALE   WANTED    
AIRCRAFT PARTS   AIRCRAFT   ULTRALIGHTS   PROPS   ENGINES 

 
Chad Kubick is planning a pancake breakfast 

and  
Young Eagles Rally on June 9th,  

National Young Eagles Day 
 

Kubick Aviation 
Kingsford Airport 

 
Pancake breakfast:  7:30-11:30 

 
Young Eagle Flights  7:30-Noon 

 
Anyone interested in helping out  
please get in contact with Chad.   

906.779.0656    
chadkubick@hotmail.com  

 

Young Eagles Rally 
 



In the Editors Words -  Aaron Gustafson      agustafson@chartermi.net 

6 

 
            I had Rollie [Gazza] over to look at the picture.… 
            He says that the guy in the picture is Frank Grifith,  
            He was an Army recruiter… 
            He was taking lessons from Bob Morrell 
             
                                                Ron  Christesen 

Fontana logo on the Meyer N34330  

The Editor hasn’t heard any ‘local’ stories about this plane, but more information has come via the Log book.   
The airplane started out in Lansing, IL  The first entry of the Aircraft Log: 
             “August 5,  1942   a  flight of 6 hrs. 35 min   Entered by Paul J. Schmid  A&E 94987-41” 
 
The Meyer logged almost 1200 hours air time it’s first year. 
 
In August of 1943 there was a 6 hr 45 min air time to ferry to Hibbing, (MN)  where in the next 2 months it logged al-
most 140 hrs air time.  Then something happened to bring the Meyer’s flight time to a halt.                
  
   Aircraft Log Remarks:  “4-13-44  
                          This airplane is not airworthy 
                          George J. Knegorck A&E 209581” 
 
The only flight from Oct ’43 until Aug of 1945 was three hours of air time that brought the Meyer to Iron Mountain, MI  
where K.E. Richardson AE 17108 wrote these remarks in the Aircraft Log on June 11, 1945:                                   
                          “Completed 100 hr. Inspection.  Controls overhauled,  
                          New engine cowl installed.  Install 2 new compasses. 
                          Tailwheel and shock unit overhauled.  Installed new  
                          landing gear fairings and speedring.  Complete 
                          refinishing of aircraft.”   
              
Meyer N34330 was used by FONTANA SCHOOL OF AERONAUTICS for flight instruction during 1946 and 47.   
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            1942 MEYERS           N-number: N34330         Serial Number: 75� 
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Keep those cards and letters coming.  My job is easy when you provide me with plenty of material. Even though this month 
was a little bit of a rush due to the late meeting last month I did have pictures and other stuff to put in these pages. Thanks to 
you . See page 8 for credits. Thanks also to the writers of the monthly columns and our very own cartoonist Rory Sade 



TC Tid Bits  Technical Counselor   Dave VanDenburg   WA8DOF@yahoo.com 

TAKING  CARE  OF  YOUR  PROP 

Last month we briefly discussed propeller nomenclature, how propellers work, and the forces acting on them.  
This month I would like to address basic propeller care and maintenance.  I should mention that those of us flying         
certificated aircraft will have to let a licensed mechanic do most of our prop maintenance.  You homebuilders, on the other 
hand, can legally do as much as you dare. 

 
To begin, anytime we install a propeller, we should check the blade” tracking”.  This is a procedure whereby we 

insure that all blades are rotating in the same plane of rotation.  This will reduce vibration and save wear and tear on the 
prop, engine, engine mounts, airframe, and avionics. 

 
To check the blade tracking, we first secure the aircraft to prevent movement.  A set of chocks on one or both 

main gear wheels will do nicely.  Needless to say, if you are doing this outside, pick  a calm day!  Then remove a spark 
plug from each cylinder.  This is done to make turning the prop easier, and to prevent the engine from firing if your       
ignition switch should malfunction.  The engine only has to fire once to really ruin your day! 

 
Next, position the prop with one blade pointing straight down and place something under the blade tip.  This can 

be an upside down pail, a box, or even a stack of books, but should be within ¼ inch of the tip of the blade and should 
have a markable surface on top.  Then mark the position of the blade tip and rotate the propeller so the next blade tip is 
pointing straight down and mark the position of that blade.  Do this with all the blades and compare the marks.  The tips 
should “track” (marks line up) within 1/16 inch of each other for a metal prop and within 1/8 inch for a wood prop.  If the 
tips do not track check for uneven torque on the prop bolts, foreign material between the prop and crank flange, a bent 
prop, a bent crankshaft, or a bent crankshaft flange. 

 
Now let’s discuss some common damage to props, and the repair procedures.   Our  propellers will occasionally 

acquire some small “nicks” and “dings” on the leading edge, face, or back.  It is vital that these be properly treated, as 
even a small nick can become a “stress riser”, concentrating the stresses on a small point.  This can then develop into a 
crack which will quickly expand across the blade.  This would probably cause a portion of the blade tip to break off.  If 
this should happen, the forces on the unbalanced prop would cause the engine to vibrate excessively, possibly to the point 
of ripping the engine from its mounts.  If this were to happen, the aircraft center of gravity would move to somewhere 
around the tail of the aircraft.  How would you like to fly an aircraft in that configuration? 

 
Just how big does a nick need to be before it becomes a problem?  If you can catch your fingernail in the nick, it 

needs to be repaired.  Luckily it is not hard to do. 
 
To remove a nick from the propeller, we use a procedure called “blending”.  It simply involves removing the  

damage with a small file and tapering the edges of the resulting depression back about 10 times the depth of the nick on 
each side.  We want to wind up with a smooth, shallow depression with no sharp edges and no sign of the original nick in 
the bottom.  I like to use a 10 power magnifying glass (or dye penetrant) to insure that all the damage has been removed.  
Once the nick is gone, the area should be painted.  Alodine treatment and then paint is even better! 

 
The procedure sounds complicated, but really isn’t.  If you homebuilders would like a quick lesson, I would be 

glad to bring a scrap prop and some files to a club meeting to demonstrate and let you try your hand at a repair. 
 
Obviously, this repair is only for aluminum props.  About all we can do to a wood prop is fill small depressions 

with wood filler, give it a light sanding, and a coat of varnish.  Do not try to repair cracked or delaminated wood props.  If 
you do, we will probably read about you in the newspaper! 

 
These minor repairs, along with removing light corrosion, touching up paint, and insuring proper bolt torque will 

go a long way toward keeping your prop happy and healthy.  More information on proper propeller care and repair can be 
found in the FAA’s Advisory Circular 43.13-1B (available online at FAA.gov) and from the Sensenich, McCauley, and 
Hartzel web sites.  Also, if you have questions, (or just want to call me a knuckle head) do not hesitate to call or E-Mail. 

 
Fly safe and keep that prop a’turning! 7 



Contributors to this issue of Skywriting's 
—————————— 

 
Jim Riverside                         Sun ‘n Fun  report and pictures 
Roger Montambo                    Pictures and info on ‘mystery plane’              
 
 
Cover photo                            Unknown photographer                                  

EAA CHAPTER 439 OFFICERS: 
 
Chairman of the Board:  Whitey Jensen  517 Sagola Ave.  Kingsford, MI  906-774-5550 
President:  Tom Sullivan   P.O. Box 264 - Quinnesec, MI   49876  906-774-0098   toms1@chartermi.net 
Executive Vice President:  Jim Riverside W9390 Nocerini Rd. Iron Mountain, MI 49801  jriverside@charter.net 
Vice President:  Mike Youngs 1716 River Street    Niagara, WI 54151   i2av8or@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:  Terry Glimn  972 14.5 Lane  Bark River, MI   49807   906-466-5325  tnglimn@dsnet.us 
Secretary/Web Editor:  Mike Betti W9424 Peterson  Drive Iron Mountain, MI  49801  906-779-1368 mbetti@hughes.net 
Editors:  Aaron & Trish Gustafson  N4323 Traders Mine Road  Iron Mountain MI 49801  906-774-0683  agustafson@chartermi.net 
YE Coordinator:   Scott Trask  N4592 Bass Lake Road  Iron Mountain, MI 49801  906-779-9157  strask@diisd.org 
Membership Coordinator:  Tom Murray W4533 Main Street Vulcan, MI 49892 906-563-5005  murrayt@norwaymi.com 
Volunteer Chairman:  Donna Sisk N2210 Patrick Place  Lake Geneva, WI 53147 Cell 954-647-4396  Siskdk@aol.com  
Technical Counselor:  David VanDenburg 140 Station Road Gwinn, MI 49841 906-346-7576  WA8DOF@yahoo.com 
 

Dues are $15.00 a year! From August 1st   Please send them to our treasurer! 
  Website:  www.eaa439.org 

 

EAA Chapter 439 
P.O. Box 264 
Quinnesec 
MI     49876 

 

 


