. Greetings Sunny South!
- The Spirit of 439—
Bruce Flannery
i

Owned by Bruce Flannery
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M arch is here already!! Where does the time go?

| played phone tag with Karen Kryzaniak at EAA National headqgsaifde nearly 2 months before we
finally connected. She works in Risk Management, and | knew thevaallabout insurance, but | wasn’t
prepared for what she was about to tell me. EAA has been waoskihghe Regional Fly-ins over the last
year, getting them to separate themselves from EAA for ¢veints. | suspected this was for risk reasons, and
she verified that. Effective in 2008, EAA will no longer insureptbes (or allow us as chapters) to conduct
air shows with aerobatic acts. Any activity requiring aAF&irspace waiver will be prohibited by this new

policy.

Although this came as a pretty big surprise, there are ‘figasons, and maybe a silver lining in the cloud
as well. This change was precipitated by a lawsuit (and sizadgment) against a chapter and EAA
involving a regional air show. | am not at liberty to discussuonstances, and it really doesn’t matter. One
thing | came away with during this situation is a newfound redpecaiur national organization. They have
been waiting to make this announcement public until EVERY affectquterhbad been personally contacted.
We could have read about this (with bewilderment) in Sport Aviationplwubrganization (EAA) wanted to
compassionately deal with each chapter to help them with this €ha@ignsidering that only 4-5 chapters
were affected by this policy change, we are definitely more than a nuvithefAA.

When asked what they could do to help us with the transition, | askedsappott from EAA with unique
airplanes for our event. They he
offered to bring the Spirit of ¢
Louis up for our 2008 show, al
will make the EAA B-17 Flying
Fortress available for us someti
in 2009, though likely in early Jul
if we desire. Knowing we are not
major metropolitan center, this is
very commendable offer. We w
discuss this at upcoming meetir
to determine if the B-17 offer
something we can accept and m......
a worthwhile venture for all involved.

So, for this year’'s show, we need to start looking hard at giaptays and ride options that will interest
the public like our first 3 or 4 shows. Finalizing our date fordhénnual Ford Airport Day is predicated on
a date that will work for our contracted specialty airplanesnically, our most profitable show was WITH-
OUT aerobatic acts. The year we brought in the P-51 Mustang was our bestrgganue and attendance.

See you at the March meeting. The Next Meeting

Tom Sullivan

is at Chad Kubick’s Pilot Lounge
in Iron Mountain.
For info contact Chad at Ph 906.779.0656

Saturday March 8th 9 CST /10 EST



MEETING NOTES Molly Waidner as Scribe

February 9, 2008 Meeting at Terry Glimn’s Hangar

Those who braved the weather to attend:

Jim Gordanier & dog Holly Bruce St. @ng Tom Sullivan Aaron Gustafson
Lawren Angeloff BruEannery Harold Berg Terry Glimn & dog Lucy
Dave Houseman J&woppock Jim McNamara Molly Waidner

THANK YOU:

to President Tom Sullivan for filing the annugboet required as a 501¢(3).
and to Dave Johnson from Anderson Tackman, fahellwork he has provided to the chapter on matégyarding the 501c(3).

The “Corbin Project”:
continues to take up space in Jerry Coppock’s éwaagd he asks it be removed soon. GOT ANY IDEAS?

EAA 439 Chapter Hanger:

President Tom Sullivan reported “ There are plarfitgerson-hours to get the job done”.

The Airport has agreed to pick up the cost of #wired survey, as well as waive the annual lease.
Groundbreaking is expected in the spring.

Donation to EAA Chapter 439:
The chapter has received a donation of a Chevyrahudrom Dave Pasahow. The plan is to resediribkbtween $2,000 and
$3,000.

Chapter Librarian:
Bruce Flannery offered to be the chapter librar@ot donations? bflannery@chartermi.net 906 42522

Ford Airport Day:
Tom reported he has been in touch with Karen atlédtdeadquarters (WHQ) regarding EAA Insurance. E&&h no longer insure
air shows but can insure airport days. Some disougsllowed regarding our September event.

Projects:
Aaron Gustafson’s new project is a Kolb Mark 3.

Jerry Coppock said he has not done much on hisegtroj A Popula
Mechanics “build your own airplane” type from wagdk.

Tom Sullivan has a few things left to do beforeca@m get back to the “fu
stuff’ on his Lancair project. Tom also commentad the success of ti
solar project on his hangar.

Molly Waidner reported Andy is head over heels vidigr Kricket blueprints.

Education:

Terry Glimn showed the group how to use a fuel ladtdester. The devic
looks like an over grown test tube with line indara for water and gasolin
After a good shake, you are able to read the lintator, which represen
how much alcohol is in the fuel. In this case, iaswl0% alcohol. Jir
Gordanier reported that in this area BP is the pfdge you can purchase f
without alcohol.

Terry went on to discuss preparing for a cross-trgutight and the basic Terry Glimn and the “overgrown test tube”
data he feels is most important to have on youelreard.

Dave Houseman provided the membership with a viofethe onlyflight of the “Spruce Goose”. The “Spruce Goosehow
housed at a museum in McMinnville, Oregon. It wasemely interesting to see how the reporters aatadi reacted to the short
flight which most people thought would never happ&wen those on board that day!

After the meeting, Terry served the group his fasnmeal of popcorn, hot dogs, beans, chips, condsnend beverages.
Dave Houseman provided cookies.



Greetings from the Sunny South!
By Jim Riverside

OK, so we did get rained on pretty hard the other day, but it was sunny and warm today!

It's time to be thinking about the Sun 'n Fun South meeting of Chapter 439.

Inez and | will be hosting a short meeting/social gathering at our tagiéen this year.
It will be held on
Friday April 11th at 5:00 p.m.
at our trailer on Site 19
in the Early Bird Campground.
(The same place as we have been the past two years.)
If anyone can't make it then, we can be contacted via our cell pd@&el58-0773.

We like to know just how many members of Chapter 439 actuakg maown
here. We are at the campsite most evenings during the conventiothelgushould
probably call and see if we are home before dropping in. It's a long trek to qusiteam
from the show line!

A group of us drove down to Titusville, FL
watch the Shuttle Atlantis launch on Feb. 1
It was a spectacular sight and sound. Titus
is across the water West of the Kennedy Sj
Center. | have attached some pictures in

you might have room for some in t
newsletter. There is a night launch schedule
March, and we plan on driving down to see "
one also. | hope it goes on schedule. Somr
the people in our group had been there a cc
of times before, and the launch was scrubbe
for one reason or another.

Dave Anderson, another of our
Chapter Members is down here
in the Early Bird Campground

with us this year. He is work-

ing in the Sign Shop with us,
and seems to be enjoying it.
His wife may be joining us

there at times also.




Andy and Molly Waidner entered the March 8th chapter 439 Meeting
annals of EAA history on Wednesday Chad Kubick’s Pilot Lounge
February 13th, 2008 Iron Mountain, Ml

by being the first persons ever, _
in the 55 year history of the April 12th ?
annual EAA fly-in,
to purchase an advance ticket online!

In the Editors Words - Aaron Gustafson  agustafson@chartermi.net

We hope you enjoy the new colufiifre Spirit of 439... .This is the first in what is planned to be a
series of Chapter 439 member stories. The idea for this colunbebasrewing for some time now, but the
problem seemed to be “getting together” to do an interview. We founddneg a phone conversation works.
Then with Trish and | working together to transcribe from thiseraprimitive ‘Dictaphone’ we now have a
fairly easy way to tell your story. THEREFORE, be pregdoebe contacted! And if I'm taking too long to
contact you and you have a neat idea for a story that you don’t warforget... contact me
agustafson@chartermi.net or 906.774.0683. Or if YOU would like to do someiemtgrg and writing for
The Spirit of 439..as sort of a local correspondent, please do so and send theiarfaridhe newsletter.
Pictures too are always welcome. Thanks Dave Houseman—for the pictures oFBnuey’s planes.

FOR SALE WANTED
AIRCRAFT PARTS AIRCRAFT ULTRALIGHTS PROPS N&INES

EAA 439 members place your ad here by sending itto agustafson@chartermi.net
Please include price and contact information in your ad

FOR SALE TRADE or PART OUT:

BD-4 four place high wing Project. Val Bernhardt&4VB is a complete aircraft less engine and aemrincludes extra parts,
extra rear stabilator, full set of extra fiberglagag tubs, new set of fiberglass wing tips. Soestaration done. $4500 OBO
Contact Lloyd Ph 906 774 7379

FOR SALE 1947 Republic Seabee Serious Buyers only Cof@aotge Sandy
Ph 661 822 9507 or gthomassandy@att.net

FOR SALE Weedhopper 40, Rotax 447, 7 hrs. TT, like new,tatestart, full panel, w/ trailer. $6000.
Ph 906 346 3237 (reason for sale, Need hangeespac



The Spirit of 439 ...
Bruce Flannery and his Pas&io Flight

Interwidoy Aaron Gustafson

| always wanted to fly as a youngster but | didn’t think | could bexawhkdn’t think
that people with one eye could fly. Then in 1972, | happened to be workinganage
in Millinocket, Maine where a fellow came in that had one eyeanthe back of his
van was a AOPA sticker.
So | asked him, “Do you fly?”
and he said “Yes”.
“I hope you are not offended but, if you only have one eye, how can you fly?”
“Well, it's simple, you get a wavier.”
“Do you mean | could fly!”

“Sure.”
He took me over to the airport and the next day or two lat@s taking lessons, and lo and behold a
short time later | had my private pilots license.

Before | ever got my license, as soon as | knew | was ggobgable to do it, | bought a Champ. This
same guy and | became pretty good friends and he and | went down kaiBar, Maine to fly it back. He
flew it back to Millinocket since this was before | soloed.

Then before | completed my training | moved to Michigan, so Ineee@timy training there. | and the
flight instructor went back to Maine and flew the Champ to Heséiehigan. That was an interesting flight.
It was long and we had limited instrumentation. | went on tongetprivate pilots license and flew that
Champ a lot. Shortly after that, | got a job at a local airpod there | did quite a bit of flying in a lot of
different models.

I have approximately 1500 hours at this point (2008) with overlogk thours in tail draggers. | took
some time off when my family started growing up and moneyigiot. Dave Houseman and | owned a plane
and it was out at his field - but | got busy doing whatever and fflging about 1983. Then | got back into it
in 2003. So, | took a LONG time off.

I have a single engine pilot rating VFR - »~t
IFR rated. I'm just not interested in IFR. | fly ¢
airplanes and they're not even equipped for IFR |
don’t have to go anywhere. | fly strictly for fun. The
what it’s all about.

My planes? | have twoubsand | love them
They are the funnest airplane to fly and are just rc 'y
something. My latest acquisition is1836 Hammon:
100 The Hammond has a 1929 Kinner K-5 engine d
| flew that some 15 hours last year. Then there i« e
Aeronca Defendethat | occasionally fly but I'm nc
real crazy about it. And of course I'm building thé&
in the shop. | also havel®2 Skylane just finishec
majoring that. The 182 is for when my wife an
traveled to visit my son when he was in Lansing, and to

Continued on page 7 1936 Hammond 100 with 1929 Kinner K-gyife 6



Continued from page 6

visit my daughter. It's really convenient to hop in a plane iraiaba and be in Chicago two hours later. My
wife likes to fly and is very supportive of flying. She took onehoke courses, they call ‘pinch hitter’, so she
can land the 182.

My most exciting flight happened last summer. | went downdmitiMcNamara to Wisconsin to help
work on a doctor’s plane. He had a Stinson that he needed some helpwhileSee were on the way down
Jim said to me, “you know he’s got a bi-plane of some sort too.” |Aadhl, “He does! Wow, I'm interested
in seeing that.” So we got there and Doc had his own airport vatidangers and in one of them was this
Hammond biplane. | looked at that and thought, “Oh man, that's nge"the Doc came by and said he was
selling his planes and | asked, “Are you selling that one too?h si@e”, he said! “Ho ho”, | said to Mac,
“how ‘bout you and | get this thing going and we’ll see.” Well,atdh't flown since 1995 so we cleaned the
plugs and changed the gas and the oil and fired it up. We checkkdviérmand then taxied it around the
airport. It ran real good! So I said to Doc, “let me fly itle said, “Oh, no, you buy it first then you can fly
it.” So we taxied it some more and got the feel of it and brobgn back a check. We gave it a very
thorough annual and | took it out. | guarantee you that first takeasfexciting because there was nobody to
tell you what the numbers were. | didn’t know what the take offdspees or what the cruise speed was and
Doc had never flown it. He bought it and a friend flew him in it for 1 hour then it sat faralt8.y

So | went up and | was flying around and | took it up to about 3000 feet feld stalls and a little slow flight
and just checked her out. And then | looked down at the ground and thought, “gadth o it”. | had no
idea what approach speed was - hadn’t a clue. So | cam&(nvatich seemed pretty reasonable because it
stalled at around 45 or 40 — it stalls real slow. So | came350 athe grass strip kind of going up hill a little.
Well, I'm flaring and all of a sudden the wheels are on the grourtdyvas rolling out real smooth and it was
like the best landing I'd ever had in my life. So | poured the coals to it and wendaagain and went up and
played around a little bit and came down and made a couple more landimgs | set off on a cross country
to Escanaba. You may not think that's very interesting but a coosgry with a 1929 engine is a little nerve
racking because Kinner's are not exactly known for
their reliability. So | kind of flew ‘farm field’ tc
‘farm field’ to get to Escanaba in this airplane tiiad
hadn’t been flown in 12 years.

In terms of the unknown, the flight in the Hammc
was probably the most exciting. And considel
how technology has advanced, flying that very
engine is exciting.

| really enjoy aviation. | really like the idea

promoting it. Which is one of the reasons I'm in
club (EAA 439). | bought these airplanes

something to do. | enjoy working on them anc
forth, but sharing them with other people has alv
been foremost on my mind. 1 really particularly |
introducing people to the older airplanes. 1 think View from the 1936 Hammond

there is something there with old planes that is lost...

we kind of get into the glass cockpit — speed thing of flying ancetdalat there are a whole lot of people that
go up and fly just purely for fun. They're not going anywhefidey’re just going up and having fun in

something that’s exhilarating. That’'s one of the reasons | have these old planes.

| retired in 2000 after 33 years of teaching school. | workedticanti®n while | was teaching, building
vacation homes during the summers, so | was always busy busy. &owenjoying the fruits of my labor
and am having fun and that is exactly what the plan was. 7
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