
���������  ���������	����������	� �

�		�
�	�
����������
��
�	������������
���	��
��������������������������� �������������������
��� ��!��"# �

· We’re Expecting! 
     
· FAD Coming 
 
· Corben Project For Sale CHEAP! 
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   Aaron and I received a much appreciated break from the newsletter last month, but we’re back to the       
keyboard again.  The Young Eagles Day we had at Ford Airport was pretty lightly received.  Seems like every 
Y.E.’s Day we’ve had in June has been this way.  The same event during our Ford Airport Day has kids      
getting turned away because the numbers are so high.  Go figure. 
    
   We talked about the Ford Airport Day a bit that morning, but decided we can wait until the next meeting to 
firm up the plans.  Since we are not looking at a lot of sponsorship for the expensive airplanes this year, 
pounding doors for money will not be such an issue in this difficult economy.  This has been one of the least 
desired jobs in the past, and the results of this effort are directly seen in the level of our event.  It would be nice 
to get a few sponsors to offset some of our usual costs though (advertising, posters, insurance, etc.).  We really 
need to have a meeting in the next couple weeks to get our committees appointed. 
 
   Air Adventure is right around the corner.  I made the event for 14 years straight and have now missed two 
consecutive years due to outside factors.  I hope to make this year’s event.  With my limited time off, I just 
can’t see committing my few days down there to “working”.  I will be more willing to do that when I have 
more free time.  I like camping with the group, but in past years to do that I’ve needed to pull my camper down 
a week or more before I am actually attending.  It gets pretty expensive to make the extra trip (gas) and to 
cover the campsite fees for the period I am not there.  The final option is to take a spot were ever I can find 
one, usually a pretty good walk from the others.  I guess going down for one day seems to be the most viable 
option. 
 
   Hope to see you at Oshkosh. 
 
Tom 
 

The Next Meeting 

No Meeting by popular demand 
 

If you think we should have one,  email or call agustafson@chartermi.net 
906 774 0683 

And I will schedule one 



3 

��/��� �%0���������'$&����'�"���
���/���$*&1"���&�����".�&�2 ��
 
439 and 850 Members present: 
 
Mike Bettie  
Scott Trask                                 Aaron Gustafson                        Bruce Flannery 
Lynn Sykes                                 Al Burns                                     Al Burns Jr. 
Ann Joyal                                    Fred Joyal                                   Dave Vandenburg 
Vern Erickson                             Harold Berg                               Roger Bentlage 
Mark Yankovich                           Phil Spade                                 Jim Riverside 
And others….. 
 
Jim Riverside opened the meeting at 9:30 AM 
Terry Glimn gave our treasurers report. 
No new business. 
 
New business. Terry Glimn said the Corban project needs to go. The group decided to adverise this in the 
newsletter to see if any members would be interested in the project. 
 
Terry Glimn asked the membership if the Chapter funds could be used to pay for meal exenses if a member 
would like to put on a meal during a meeting. Dave Vandenburg made a motion, Bruce Flannery supported, 
and the membership approved. 
 
Introductions were made of all members of 850 and 439 that attended. 
 
Jim Riverside introduced our guest speaker Steve Zelle. Steve talked about his research project for about an 
hour. He has researched and compiled a list of all the private owned, private operated airstrips in Michigan. 
For $25 plus postage, this list can be purchased. This is a one of a kind list.  
Steve Zelle 
648 Shady Maple drive 
Wixom, MI 48393 
248-960-7758 
 
Terry Glimn served a grilled lunch, hotdogs, hamburgers, beans, and salad. 
 
Meeting was adjourned. 

Grilling at Terry’s Speaker Steve Zell 



            You may notice the newsletter in not quite as pretty this month. That is because Trish is away for a few 
weeks and she is the one who usually makes everything fit just right and look good. So you’re stuck with me 
this month 
As always, I need your articles, pictures and input to this newsletter to make it good! Please make this easier 
by submitting articles and or pictures. 

In the Editors Words -       Aaron Gustafson      agustafson@chartermi.net 
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 ATTENTION: DELTA COUNTY PILOTS 
 Saturday, July 25, 2009 3rd ANNUAL AVIATION DAY / PIG ROAST 
  
 IT'S JUST AROUND THE CORNER!! 
  
 The event takes place between the hangars (Hangar Road) and we would appreciate open hangars and your ability to 
share your enthusiasm for aviation with the public! 
  
 We are also planning our Pilots Contests again, this year. Thanks to the Martin Siegwart family and others, last year’s 
contests were quite successful. Rick Ness won the Bomb Drop and Spot Landing contest, receiving the 1st Flying Pig 
Traveling Trophy for each competition. We will have those back on display, and the winner of each competition will 
be added to the name plates and get to display these for another year. We are hoping that this year, more of you come 
out and try your skills. If you are interested, please just call us or email us at airport1@deltacountymi.org and we will 
write your name down.  
  
 Also, if you are available to lend a hand during the day on Saturday, let us know also. We can use help throughout the 
entire day, setting up, serving food, helping with the selling of raffle tickets/meal tickets/shirts, clean-up, gate watchers, 
etc. We would appreciate anyone who can help for any amount of time. 
  
 Hope to see you there.                                         Kelly Smith                    Asst Manager 
 Thanks for your support,                                                                             Delta County Airport 

For the past 3 years, chapter 850 has been doing a take off on EAA's Air Academy where we have a limited 
(depending on amount of pilots on hand) number of pre registered teens. The night before (Friday), we 
gather them and participating pilots at a class where they are given basic aerodynamics (nothing fancy), 
and then a course in basic navigation and sectional chart reading. This focuses on a pre selected            
destination where they will be flying to next day. The next day, they are paired with a pilot, one on one 
where they participate in flight planning and pre flight. All planes will be going to the same location, but 
because of an EAA policy, they will over fly the airport and return to the starting airport. If the pilot feels        
comfortable about letting the student fly, then they fly the route and navigate. Total flight is about an 
hour. After the flight, all the kids and pilots are assembled and debriefed, pictures, certificates, lunch, etc. 
 
At the last Chapter 439 meeting, I brought up the idea of getting both chapters involved together on this 
as a joint effort and was asked to send details to you to pass around to other members. It seemed well     
received at the meeting. Right now, the tentative date is August 22nd.. There will be more information 
forthcoming.  
 
I feel this will make one of the annual young eagle flights more rewarding and interesting to members 
than seeing the same kids all the time and just giving rides. Some of these kids might really get interested 
in aviation, and the pilots can show off their flight techniques, hopefully only the good habits. 
 
Bill landry       blandry801@aol.com 

EVENTS to be Involved in 



EAA 439 members place your ad here by sending it to    agustafson@chartermi.net 
Please include price and contact information in your ad 

 
WANTED    Rotax 582 Overhall video    Contact Aaron  agustafson@chartermi.net 
 
FOR SALE  1946 Luscombe 8A.  65 HP.  Chromed C65.  All metal.  Hand held + Gel Cel Battery. Old GPS.   
Light Sport eligible    Asking $20,000.  
Contact Don Brackenbury  Ph 906.786.3882 or d.brack@att.net     
 
FOR SALE TRADE or PART OUT:  
BD-4 four place high wing Project. Val Bernhardt's 464VB is a complete aircraft less engine and avionics. Includes extra parts, 
extra rear stabilator, full set of extra fiberglass wing tubs, new set of fiberglass wing tips. Some restoration done. $4500 OBO  
Contact Lloyd Ph  906 774 7379 
 
FOR SALE   Weedhopper 40, Rotax 447, 7 hrs. TT, like new, electric start, full panel, w/ trailer. REDUCED $5000 OBO.   
Ph 906 346 3237  (reason for sale, Need hanger space) 

 

FOR SALE   WANTED    
AIRCRAFT PARTS   AIRCRAFT   ULTRALIGHTS   PROPS   ENGINES 

FUTURE EVENTS 
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  July 25th            Delta Cnty  Aviation Day/ 
                                   Pig Roast 
        

  July 27-            EAA Oshkosh                                         

   Aug 2       
        
  July 30               Schwine Fest  
                                    The theme for this year 
                                    is "Disney"  

   
  Sept  19th        Ford Airport Day 

 
 

Chapter 439 has a Corben Jr.Ace project that needs 
a new home. This must and will go. If you are in-
terested in seeing and/or buying this airplane, 
please contact one of the    following 
Jerry Coppock  906 786 8533 
Terry Glimn tnglimn@dsnet.us 906 466 5325 
439 Members have first dibs  Make an offer, any 
offer 

Project Oportunity! 

A Completed Corben Jr. Ace 



TC Tid Bits  Technical Counselor Dave VanDenburg   WA8DOF@yahoo.com 

 

Figure 1 
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 Protect That Cable! 

Recently we discussed the proper selection and use of aircraft control cable or “wire rope” 
as it is more correctly named.  We use this handy stuff all through our aircraft for flight controls, 
engine controls, and sometimes even brake actuation, and as a result, we often have to run our   
cables through small holes in bulkheads, close to structural members, and across other cables or 
electrical wires.  It thus becomes necessary to protect the cable (and structure) from damage due 
to abrasion or contact with other parts of the aircraft.  This month I thought we might take a look 
at how we might use “fairleads” and plastic tubing to protect our cables and aircraft. 

  
A “fairlead” is simply a piece of hard plastic or fiber material that is used to prevent a cable 

from contacting another part of the aircraft, or prevent damage if it does.  The material should be 
fairly abrasion resistant but softer than the cable.  Ideally we want to avoid any contact between 
the fairlead and the cable, but if wear is to occur, we want it to happen 
to the fairlead and not the cable or aircraft structure.  On the other 
hand, contact with the fairlead is permissible (and probably              
unavoidable in many cases) but we must never use a fairlead to change 
the    direction of a cable.  To do so will result in rapid wear of the  
fairlead and possible damage to the cable.  Change of cable direction is 
best done with a pulley, and will be discussed in a future article.  Let’s 
take a look at some types of fairleads we might use in our aircraft. 

 
 To begin, a solid fairlead (sometimes called a “rub strip”) is shown in figure 1.  This     

fairlead is simply a piece of nylon cut so as to keep the cable from contacting the 
aircraft structure and, in the example shown, is protecting the rudder and        
elevator cables in a “VP-1 Volksplane”.  The high density plastic used to provide 
an abrasive resistant liner in ore chutes also works very well in this application 
also, and can often be purchased (or acquired free) in small quantities from an 
industrial supply house.  The stuff also makes great      
bearings, but that is another story.  Fairleads of this type 
can be fabricated to fit most any situation.  A different form 

of fairlead is shown in figure 2. 
 
Figure 2 shows a “split’ fairlead being used to protect a single cable 

from damage as it passes through a small hole in a bulkhead.  The fairlead is 
split to facilitate installation and once installed is held together with a press on sheet metal nut as 
shown, worm drive clamp, or a twisted loop of safety wire.  This type of fairlead can be acquired 
from our usual aircraft supply houses or can be easially fabricated from raw stock if the builder 
has access to a lathe.  A similar arrangement can be constructed from a simple plastic “snap in” 
bushing which can be split or placed over the cable before the cable is installed.  These bushings 
are available from all our favorite aircraft parts suppliers and are very inexpensive.  Figure 3 
shows an example of one of these being used to protect the rudder cables in an RV-6. 

 
l next month, keep building, fly safe, and remember that the number of your landings must 

Fig 1 

Fig 2 
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Sometimes we encounter a situation where a cable must cross close to another cable but 
must not be allowed to contact the other cable.  If space permits we can sometimes install a thin 
plastic lined aluminum “wall” or guard between the two cables, or we can run one (or both) cables 
through a short, thin piece of hard plastic tubing.  Figure 4 shows this type of   cable protection on 
the aileron control wires in an AirCamper.  Notice that the builder has run one cable through a 
plastic sleeve and used a cushion clamp to hold the plastic sleeve in place.  Incidentally, the    
plastic sleeve can be sliced with a sharp knife or single edge razor blade and installed after the   
cable is in place. If you use this method to protect a cable, be sure to use a hard plastic tubing such 
as    Tygon” (available from most aircraft supply houses) and not 
the softer “PVC” type tubing from your local hardware store.  
The PVC tubing is much too soft and will quickly wear through.  

 
         Well, I guess that pretty much covers the use of      

fairleads.  As always, use a little common sense and be sure what 
you   install protects the cable without interfering with its           
operation.  Till next month, keep building, fly safe, and             
remember that the number of your landings must equal the    
number of your takeoffs.     Anything less is simply unacceptable!   

 
As always, if you have any questions or   comments please give me a call or send an Email.  

I would love to hear from you. 

Fig 4 

We're Expecting!!!! 
 

Yes, you read that right. We are proud to announce we are expecting the arrival of the N323AM (reserved) emp 
kit from Van's. 

 
It was a long time coming but it sure is fun to finally say the project is in the oven. In the process of getting to 

the final decision we have purchased several sets of blueprints, preview plans, got all fired up and then changed 
our mind. We've talked, researched, read endlessly and even sought the sage advise of aviation gurus. Now it is a 

done deal. 
 

As the N number suggests, Andy is anxiously waiting for the FedEx truck to back down the driveway with the 
RV-3B tail kit. He has already put me on notice this kit is not pre-punched so I will be learning all sorts of new 
things in addition to remembering stuff from the 9-A (like proseal, bucking, riveting and remembering to keep 

pizzas in the freezer).  
 

The renewed enthusiasm has certainly raised the excitement level in the house and the credit card balance, and 
the "oh, by the way...we need..." If you see me squeezing cleco pliers, don't worry just yet, there are a bunch of 

muscles which need to be retrained.  
 

Since you already know you can't remove an "RV Grin," we are now known in the vernacular at Van's Aircraft 
as "repeat offenders" loving every minute of it. Trixie knows is she is getting a new Alpha Mike and she is all 

fired up, too.  
 

So, let the fun begin...all over again.                                      Molly and Andy Waidner  
 



A FAD Update! 

It has been a long and busy winter for most of us and the Ford Airport Days event has definitely been on 
the back burner.  I think it is probably time to “get back to work” so to speak and continue the planning efforts for 
this event.  I went through the inputs I received from everyone last fall and came up with a short list of things I 
feel we can handle.  I would like to discuss this list, and make an appeal for some volunteers to become “points of 
contact” for these areas.  After all, this is a group effort and it will take all our efforts to pull it off. 

 
I think everyone would agree, Young Eagles flights should be a central theme of the day.  To do these we 

need volunteer pilots and a couple of folks to man the “sign in” table and escort children to and from the aircraft.  
The pilots can certainly help, but we can speed up the operation with additional non flying help. 

 
 Food service has always been very popular also.  If we are going to feed the people, we need someone to 

organize and direct the kitchen.  I am not sure how many people will be required to do this but I would estimate at 
least five or six.  I think we probably have some corporate knowledge somewhere that will result in better num-
bers. 

 
We will also need a couple of people to work the admission table and insure we collect the admission fee. 
 
Probably the success of the venture depends somewhat on advertising.  I would like to find someone to 

volunteer to coordinate a media blitz.  Should probably be someone in the Iron Mountain area with assistants in 
the Escanaba and Marquette areas. 

 
We will also need two or three people to control arriving airplanes and escort aircraft to and from the 

parking spots.  Someone arguing with a propellor is about the last thing we need, and I envision lots of kids 
running all over the place. 

 
If we are going to make this a true family affair (and I think we should) we will need a couple of folks to 

supervise the pedal plane area.  I plan to cone off a small area of the ramp, or maybe use cones and yellow tape to 
make a “race track” shaped area for small children to play with the pedal planes (by the way, we have three pedal 
planes).  If we do not supply some 
supervision, I foresee many colli-
sions, with the potential of pedal 
plane damage and/or hurt children. 

 
As for the bigger kids, 

Snoopy the combat simulator is 
ready for action.  I have toned down 
the software and made it much easier 
to fly.  We tried it out with the Girl 
Scouts at a recent GS Merit Badge 
event at NMU and Snoopy worked 
great and appeared to be very popu-
lar.  We will need a control operator 
or two to load kids and run the com- 
puter.  If we add additional flight 
simulators as we discussed last fall, 
we will need even more adult super-
vision. 

 
I have invited the Sands Model Airplane Club to attend and do some flight demos.  A couple of the mem-

bers of this club have “dual Control” aircraft which means they can let visitors fly their aircraft and use the dual 
control feature to prevent a crash.  I have not heard back form the club but am hopeful.  If they decline to partici-
pate, maybe we can find a model aircraft club in Iron Mountain or Escanaba that can help. 
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I would like to invite a local Old Car Club to show their cars at the event also.  This has always been popular 
and I think would have a positive impact on attendance.  Someone needs to help me with this, however, as I do not 
know any of the old car people in the Iron Mountain area. 

 
One area we need to discuss is the aircraft display.  We need to decide if we want to bring in some unique  

aircraft (maybe some warbirds) or just rely on our local aircraft (and visitors) to provide enough airplanes for the   
attendees to view.  We have some pretty unique aircraft already here, and that may be sufficient.  A partially       
completed homebuilt aircraft would also be great.  Outside aircraft are a great addition but may be cost prohibitive. 

 
An area we have discussed in the past is providing (selling) helicopter and/or airplane rides to adults.  I would 

like to see this done at “no cost” to the Chapter.  If someone wants to make money selling rides, I have no objection, 
but it should not cost us anything either.  This is another topic we need to discuss to determine if it is feasible or     
desirable.  Anyone have info on this? 

 
Do we want to have a “club Table”?  I envision this as a place to answer questions about us and the EAA, sell 

Tee shirts, and maybe recruit new members.  Maybe this could be done in conjunction with the Young Eagles table.  
It could also serve as a focal point for questions concerning becoming a pilot. 

 
Does anyone know if there is a LSA and/or Powered Parachute dealer in the local area who would like to 

demo their products?  This would be a great draw and would not cost us anything.  Again I need some help here. 
 
One last item before I close, and I know nobody likes to do this but I have to ask.  I would like to be able to 

have hourly (or every 10- 15 minute) drawing for door prizes.  To do this we obviously need door prizes.  I can     
collect five or six and if other folks can do the same we can advertise prize drawings which will probably help the  
attendance.  It probably means going “door to door” at local businesses and soliciting (a nice word for “begging”) 
stuff to give away.  Not much fun but necessary.  In the same light, I will buy several dozen model aircraft to give to 
the first several dozen children that come through the gate.  Something else to advertise. 

 
I am sure there are lots of items I have overlooked.  Some I have overlooked on purpose due to cost and re-

source limitations.  I would like to discuss the event and maybe get a plan, not set in stone, but maybe in “firm jello” 
at the July Chapter meeting, so please plan to attend and bring your ideas.  I will also be looking for volunteers to  
coordinate the various activities we decide to attempt.  I promise I will not use any “strong arm” tactics to find      
volunteers, but if we do not get this in gear soon, we will have trouble hosting a FAD this year. 
 
See you at the meeting 
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