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            Winter is here!!  We had a nice September, a colder than normal October, and a really nice November.  
I hope the “every other month” trend doesn’t continue or we will be looking at a nasty December.  So far the 
first week has been fairly decent, so maybe we’ll se a mild, or at least a normal, December. 
 
            I flew over for the October chapter meeting at Escanaba.  Weather was marginal, but the ceilings were 
reported as 1,700 overcast at IMT and 6,000 overcast at ESC.  I decided to fly VFR, as my IFR currency was 
marginal (barely legal).  I was beginning to wonder if Bruce Rutter was working for the weather service after I 
got about 10 miles east.  The ceilings dropped and I ended up flying over in some pretty marginal VFR       
conditions.  The forecast was for higher ceilings as the morning progressed, so I figured I would see a benign 
flight back.  Heck, I was seeing glimpses of the sun while fueling in IMT before the flight.  A quick call after 
the meeting discovered IMT was now IFR.  I filed and flew back in the sunshine at 6,000 feet.  Other than the 
final part of the approach, I was VFR on top.  So much for weather forecasts, even short term ones. 
 
            I had hoped to get back on the Lancair by December 1st, but another minor project got in the way.  I 
finished my large solar collector array and harvested all the tress for the log home we plan to build on our lake 
front property in Iron County by the end of November.  We are presently peeling all the logs (now that’s a 
work out) and hope to finish by the end of this month.  The Lancair will see full attention by the first of     
January, provided we are done peeling logs. 
 
            The idea of our next meeting in Gwinn was not workable, the local chapter had already scheduled up 
the same weekend we were considering.  I conducted a short survey on a December Meeting, consulting with 
Jim, Mike Betti, Terry and Aaron.  Out of the 5 of us, all but Jim were in favor of having our Christmas Party 
as our next get together.  In addition, Jim’s schedule was not conducive to a meeting on the only date that 
worked for several of us.  That being said, we did not have a December meeting.  Please use this short break in 
meetings as incentive to make the Christmas Party.  This is usually one of our best-attended events of the year, 
and everyone seems to have a good time. 
 
See you at the Christmas Party. 
 
Tom Sullivan 

The Next Meeting 

Is the Annual Christmas Party  
at Tom & Beth Sullivan’s in Iron Mountain 

 

For info contact Tom at Ph  906.774.0098 
 

Saturday  Jan 9   5 CDT / 6 EDT 



Winter Flying Observations 
By Bill Landry    Reprinted from Dec. 2007 
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            I  have worked for an FBO or two in Upper Michigan, and one thing that has always bothered me is that  pilots 
don’t pay much (if any) attention to preparing for winter flying. 
 

          Many times I have seen planes land, the people get out and they are wearing light clothing, sneakers, or in one   
instance, “flip flops”.  I snuck a look-see into the back of the aforementioned planes, and did not see any heavy clothing 
or survival kits.  Over the years I have lost several friends to winter aviation accidents, therefore, I have decided to put 
forth a few suggestions on winter survival.  

           Air Force survival training taught me to dress for 
cold. I know it is uncomfortable wearing a heavy coat 
while flying, but it can be placed in back out of the way 
prior to starting. After all, your plane has a heater doesn’t 
it, and as the cold engine was properly pre heated, it works 
great after a couple minutes. Believe it or not, thermal   
underwear is not as bulky as it used to be and it is        
comfortable to wear. Also don’t forget a good pair of     
insulated gloves and something to keep your head warm. 
Shoes should be comfortable, but if you have to wear 
sneakers or light shoes, put some winter boots in back with 
heavy socks. A night in the U.P. “Northwoods”  is really 
cold. 
 

             Some form of communication device is also good to have. As we all know, ELT’s are not the most reliable    
radios in the world, and as an A&P, I have found they are not always being checked properly during their annual         
inspection and testing. A modern style cell phone with full battery is a must. They have saved many lives in recent years.  
A good handheld radio with good batteries will help talk rescuers into your spot. 
  

         Survival kits can be anything from simple to complex. I carry a Marine flare pistol water proof container that I 
have also packed with a magnesium fire starter, water purification tablets, signal mirror, a couple of road flares (in      
addition to flare gun, a good fire is always nice), two space blankets, wire saw, a long length of safety wire to set up 
snares, fishing line with a couple lures, a multi-tool and a large hunting knife strapped to the outside of the case.  Most, if 
not all,  can be found at the local Wal-mart in the camping section or other department stores. There are also several 
manuals for survival readily available. 
 

        Now that you have prepared for a winter escape from the ground, have you filed a flight plan?  If you are one of the 
many free spirits in the aviation community that can’t figure out how to do that, at least let someone know where you are 
going, your route of flight, about how long the flight is expected to take, and if you are planning any out of the way     
unscheduled sightseeing trips.  Let someone know what you might be doing. Believe it or not, there are aviators out 
there that just jump in and go.  Also, I am sure that after the last flight,  your fuel tanks were topped off, and during your 
preflight, you didn’t notice any water during sumping, and you let oil and cylinder head temperatures get to at least the 
bottom of the green arc prior to blasting off into the wild blue yonder. 
  
     I once saw a Cessna pilot at one of the other northern 
airports where I used to work at, try to save some money 
by  doing his own snow removal/de-icing using a bucket 
of hot water. His reasoning……the water will blow off 
while taking off. He wound up in the woods off the       
airport. De-icing and snow removal is a must on ALL   
aircraft. If you are not at your home airport, and must 
leave it outside, clean it off properly. Even the slightest 
frost on wings can have an impact on the aerodynamics of 
the wings. Once again, I lost a friend when he and his   
student failed to remove frost from the wings. De-icing by 
an FBO can be a little expensive, but not nearly as much 
as replacing your pride and joy or a lengthy hospital stay.  
 

             Winter flying in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula can be enjoyable and safe if you take a little time to prepare. 
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EAA 439 members place your ad here by sending it to    agustafson@chartermi.net 
Please include price and contact information in your ad 

 
 

 

FOR SALE   WANTED    
AIRCRAFT PARTS   AIRCRAFT   ULTRALIGHTS   PROPS   ENGINES 

FUTURE EVENTS 

   Jan 9th  2010           Christmas Party  
                                                Tom Sullivan’s 
 

Map to Tom’s 
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            I haven’t been receiving much input to make a newsletter lately.  Lack of input does make it hard to sit 
at the computer and try to edit??? a newsletter.  One reason for this lack of input, I believe, is that there are no 
active projects being built.  Another reason could be that we have no activities to announce and plan for so our 
thoughts and attentions are elsewhere.   
            I have received some pictures, but some of these are copyrighted. If you do send pictures, check be-
forehand to see if they are copyrighted, or get permission from the copyright owners to use their pictures and 
send that along also.  Thanks 

In the Editors Words -       Aaron Gustafson      agustafson@chartermi.net 



5 

          Win Perkins, a real estate appraiser who specializes in airport properties, has posted a   
website video he  created of Charles Lindbergh's famous and risky takeoff in the Spirit of St. 
Louis.  According to Perkins, this is unlike any other presentation of the takeoff footage.  He has 
"painstakingly assembled news footage from the five cameras that filmed Lindbergh's takeoff 
from Roosevelt Field, Long Island" and "mixed them with enhanced audio from the same news-
reel sources. 
 
Open, watch and then close each link before opening the next.  If you try to use the menu on Win's 
website it will get very confusing and they won't load well.  I’m not sure why. 
  
 

                Part 1:  Dead Men Flying   
                  http://www.airportappraisals.com/qualifications/ 
 

                Part 2:  A Sudden Change 
                                           http://www.airportappraisals.com/experience/ 
 

                Part 3:  Well, Then, I Might As Well Go 
                  http://www.airportappraisals.com/ 
 

                Part 4:  I’m Not Lindbergh  
                  http://www.airportappraisals.com/newsletter-articles/ 
 
 
 
—————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
                
 

Russian Jet is a Fire Bomber 
 

Be –200  Multipurpose Amphibious Aircraft 
http://fun.mivzakon.co.il/flash/video/3867/%C3%AE%C3%A8%C3%A5%C3%B1.html  

Surfing    Flying on the Internet... 



 
Contributors to this issue of Skywriting's 

—————————— 
             
                         
                                                            YOUR NAME SHOULD BE HERE!            
 
 
Cover photo               Dave Houseman                       
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Dues are $15.00 a year! From August 1st   Please send them to our treasurer! 
  Website:  www.eaa439.org 

EAA Chapter 439 
P.O. Box 264 
Quinnesec 
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