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Another month of winter behind us; we’re half way to s@irggady! For those in hibernation, this is good
news. For those with winter projects, time is clickingag. My initial winter project, peeling logs, is still dging on.
| only have 5 logs left, but missed my January 8@adline. Working on the Lancair will be like going to heaafter
this project.

| received a personally signed letter from Tom Poberezmkjrigethe chapter for our sponsorship of the meals
during AirVenture for the Make-A-Wish children at the Airadlemy Lodge. Hopefully Aaron can squeeze a copy of
the letter in this newsletter. Although the letter is adwr@go me, your chapter President, it really is a tribute to the
entire chapter, especially Bill Landry, who spearheaded this idea.

I hope all of our chapter members are familiar with tiaieragquirement from the FAA for pilots to possess a
PLASTIC Pilot’s License by March $12010. You will not be able to exercise the rights of a pilot #itgrdate with a
paper certificate. You can either request the new licensaltyitting an application and $2.00, or if you can request a
change in your pilot certificate number to one other than your SSN for free, (ppydlir current cert. # is your SSN).
| checked the FAA Website while drafting this article ahdy say to expect 4-6 weeks for the processing time. |
applied for mine a couple months ago, electing to change mine fro®SNyto an FAA assigned number. The new
certificate arrived in about 4 weeks and looks more profeslsidhyou haven't upgraded your license yet, | advise you
to do so soon!!

| have a thought | would like to put out there about our chdmgreed to take the leadership (a bit reluctantly)
during the last election. The reason being partly my many donemts, but, frankly, that wasn't the only reason. The
other concern | had was chapter participation. We had isstiessupport for the Ford Airport Day, and you, as a
chapter, really stepped up to the plate for our 2009 event. lbreasf our most successful and enjoyable events, from
both our viewpoint and the public’'s. Some members are great watk&nd/enture, others with F.A.D., and some with
our few other notable events (Xmas Party, Y.E.'s day, eta)t iBBall reality, this chapter's value to its members is
derived from involvement. I'm busy, you are all busy, but we yaaded to take the time and commit to the everyday
business of the chapter. That is to include attending meetingssomewhat regular basis, volunteering for chapter
activities, helping develop interesting activities for thepter, submitting articles and pictures to Aaron and generally
doing anything to enhance the chapter experience for our current@spegtive chapter members. | ask you to self
reflect on what you've brought to Chapter 439 in the last year.y@ado more? Are you involved as much as you can
be? Do you want the chapter to flourish? I've always said, @ampany (or organization) is either currently growing or
dying. Where do we, as a chapter, fit in that analogy? Thosedtrgita torch for this organization are either seeing a
strong torch or a dwindling flame. What do you think we see, and where do youni# picture?

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!

Tom Sullivan

The Next Meeting

Is at Terry Glimn’s Hanger in Escanaba.

For info contact Terry at Ph 906.466.5325

Saturday Feb 20, 2010 9 CDT /10 EDT



The Spirit of 439 ...
Whitey Remembers

Memories of Yesterday

In the early 1950’s, I'm not sure of wihigear, Rhinelander, Wisconsin built a new
airport and Mario Fontana asked me if | would cerdly over and represent the Fontana
Flying School at the formal dedication. | would lbappy to get some free flying time if |
could use the Myers O.T. W., an open cockpit, laghgine, biplane trainer that | loved to fly.
It's still my all time favorite airplane. The dedition was awesome! Joe Foss, the governor of
South Dakota and also the commander of the SoukletBa\ir Guard was there and put on a
tremendous air show with six P-51'sloe Fossvas a WWII Marine Pilot that received the
Medal of Honor from FDR for breaking the WWII redoof Eddie Rickenbacker’'s 26 enemy
planes. He was 29 years old at the time of hisbadractivities, which is quite old. He later
relocated to Scottsdale, Arizona where he was tasigent of the National Rifle Association
for many years. Also at the dedication i&sscoe Turnerthe legendary air racer of the ‘30’s
in his traditional garb, helmet and goggles, breacloots and gauntlet gloves. He flew in
with a twin engine Convair representing Baniff Aids trying to build interest in commercial
flights out of the new airport. Also there was ight in of a formation of BT 13's flown by
women ferry pilotsWAFS.

After the flying activities ended theresva hospitality tent where we sat around and
socialized with each other and had refreshmerntsvas a wonderful day that | shall always
remember.

In the Editors Words - Aaron Gustafson  agustafson@chartermi.net

Thanks to Whitey for hand writing the articles you read thishmdrte can do it so can you. There
must be some experience that you would like to share with othemultét be past, present or future dreams.
This newsletter does not and will not happen without your input. It'eum gands! Email WORD documents
JPG photos or hand written pages to me. Get started now for the next newdldigewditing as will others.


http://web3.unt.edu/untpress/catalog/detail.cfm?ID=285
http://www.acepilots.com/usmc_foss.html
http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Explorers_Record_Setters_and_Daredevils/turner/EX22.htm

THANK YOU!

FOR SALE WANTED

AIRCRAFT PARTS AIRCRAFT ULTRALIGHTS PROPS N&INES

EAA 439 members place your ad here by sending itetgustafson@chartermi.net
Please include price and contact information in your ad




The Spirit of 439 ... Continued
Whitey Remembers

Lindbergh at the Mayo Clinic

Mario Fontana told me that during WWII had a flight school at Rochester Minnesota
teaching glider pilots. At that time Henry Fordsmauilding B-24 heavy bombers at the Willow
Run Plant in Lower Michigan. Ford hired Charleadbergh to do research at the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester on ways to make the B-24 bombers tha¢ nwetr heated nor insulated or pressurized,
be able to fly missions in extremely cold and haditude conditions. Mario said that his student
pilots were used in the research where they weppased to function in chambers that had the
oxygen lowered and the temperature dropped extyetogl. That is where the electric sox,
underwear etc. was developed and also W&Y'O MASK™ that was worn at high altitudes when
on bombing missions. Mario said that Lindbergh weesfirst person to try the “Mayo Mask” in
the chamber. Mario said that the Mayo Clinic disal a Cadet Nurse program, teaching girls to
be nurses in the military. He didn’t know if hisrA£adets had more interest in flying or the Nurse
Cadets. Oh well, we were all young once.

Lindbergh in the Pacific

In the summer of 1943 | enlisted in th@yand took training in the 53ENGINEERS at
Camp Beale in Northern California. On April 21,489we left Oakland California on the SS
Cape Neddick for the south pacific. On May 17 eeded at Finchaven New Guinea. We were
assigned to working with the Navy See Bees to lemgthe small air strip to allow B24 bombers
to fly missions from it. The See Bees had heawtyrdovers and rollers to fill in the moist ground
with coral and sand and roll it smooth. We hadjtieof laying the metal pads that supported the
aircraft. The military is always filled with rum®and one of them was that Charles Lindbergh
was at the airstrip. Oh, yah, sure! One day whgimg the strips, Charles Lindbergh with two
others was watching our progress from about 75de@ty. We didn’t get a chance to meet him
but it was sure a moment to remember. It seents_thdbergh, a civilian, was working for the
Lockheed people teaching the P-38 pilots fuel carad®n when escorting the bombers. He flew
several missions with them and on one flight shmivdd a Japanese fighter. He was the only
civilian to fly combat missions during the war asidoot down an enemy plane. It was never
publicized for fear of retributions to civilian poners of war held by the enemy.
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