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It is really looking as though winter weather has arrived to stdyave been working on numerous
outdoor projects, and it seems I've run out of time for them. &fgst (and current) project is a solar
heating system for my hangar. With heating costs rising s | am trying to let our powerful sun do
some of the work. [I'll provide pictures and more information aboutltiwscost, pretty simple system
when it's complete.

Congratulations to Kacy Anderson on her flying accomplishments. w kr/"

she would do well. When | turned the controls over to her on the fligintyi A

Mooney a couple of years ago, she flew the plane as smooth axeamset More

pilot (myself included). | wish | could get one of my children rieséed ir students

flying. I'm glad Bruce StOnge came along so | could shardowgy of aviatior

with someone from a younger generation. and
Thanks to Kubick Aviation and Superior Aviation for their commitmer |tc mor.e

flight instruction in our community. We have more choices than eviéMT new pI|OtS

for prospective pilots to learn to fly. And because of this, we maoee |\ )

students and more new pilots than | can remember there beinyg titna since
| became involved 13 years ago.

This month’s newsletter will be mailed to many of these studemaew pilots as well as to some of
our chapter’s supporters. Folks, please read and enjoy thisettewsllf you are interested in receiving it
each month, let us know. Internet copies can be sent for fre@ed copies are supplied monthly with our
$15 yearly membership fee.

| have not worked on my Lancair Propjet project since May. Maybe | tgoigg on it again now that
soccer is done and most of my outdoor projects are wrapped uptle Anidtivation sure would help (hint
to Bruce or Steve). Once | get a week of good work on the Landhiseems the project becomes
infectious and feeds on itself. Unfortunately, after a leave @ales the first few work sessions are tough
ones.

See you all at the annual Christmas Party (January) ataoe. plThis event is open to all (members or
interested members).

Tom Sullivan

The Next Meeting

Is at Chad Kubick’s Pilot Lounge in Iron Mountain
For info contact Chad at Ph 906.779.0656

Saturday December 8th 10:00 AM CST



MEETING NOTES From Aaron Gustafson

November 3, 2007 Meeting at Terry Glimn’s Hangar 5C.

Three aircraft flew into the event. Bill Landry flew Dave VanDenblRY-6 with Dave as passenger.
Scott Trask flew his Rotary engined RV-7A and Aaron Gustafson his brillkeliota scratch built Zenith 601.

It was in the midst of popcorn, sodas and coffee, after a disoguragort of the 2007 air show
finances, that ways of improving profits and promoting the air showe @iscussed. In a nutshell it boils
down to better attention to detail in covering the bases in the mieaitisg up to the show. We really need
someone to take charge of this and relieve Tom Sullivan from having to do so much. (Maype Y

Molly Waidner and Dave VanDenburg told of the imminent testiMfasfiners RV-9. Good hanger
flying was had by all and Terry Glimn served up a hot picnic lunch.

N979AM on Final

By Molly Waidner

N979AM is no longer a reserved number...

As of Saturday, November 17, 2007,

Experimental Niner Seven Niner Alpha Mike

transformed from a series of Van’'s Aircraft

kits to a real, honest to gosh, finished airplane.
While the airplane has not had its first flight

yet, it is ready to go.

It really is like giving birth. Once the
process is concluded, all the frustration, all the
griping about the credit card balance and all
the bad memories are simply gone.

Thanks go to so many people there really is no way to list all of them wahdifig someone. Certainly, Dave
and Jane VanDenburg get a special high five for their manyy nmgs to Gladstone, their patience and
understanding and for the time it took for Dave to process all the paperwork. Thanks also to every
chapter member who encouraged us when times got toyugh

Builders who have (almost) finished a projec ¢f
this magnitude who suddenly find themselves lookin ft
each other in a time slot previously devoted to ‘s gp
time’, strangely resemble empty nester households. le
don’t find something else to build soon we are goin
go (more?) stark raving mad. Talks have been on¢ ipg
for about a year now regarding the next project.

Silly him, Nana “knows” it wants to be a kitchen.




Winter Flying Observations

By Bill Landry

| have worked for an FBO or two in Upper Michigan, and one thing thaslhays bothered me is that pilots
don’t pay much (if any) attention to preparing for winter flying.

Many times | have seen planes land, the people get out andehegaaing light clothing, sneakers, or in one
instance, “flip flops”. | snuck a look-see into the back of tleeeahentioned planes, and did not see any heavy clothing
or survival kits. Over the years | have lost severahfis to winter aviation accidents, therefore, | have decided to put
forth a few suggestions on winter survival.

Air Force survival training taught me doess for

cold. | know it is uncomfortable wearing a heavy coat
while flying, but it can be placed in back out of the way
prior to starting. After all, your plane has a heater doesn’t
it, and as the cold engine was properly pre heated, it works
great after a couple minutes. Believe it or not, thérma
underwear is not as bulky as it used to be and it is
comfortable to wear. Also don't forget a good pair of
insulated gloves and something to keep your head warm.
Shoes should be comfortable, but if you have to wear
sneakers or light shoes, put some winter boots in back with
heavy socks. A night in the U.P. “Northwoods” is really
cold.

Some form ofommunication devicas also good to have. As we all know, ELT’s are not the mdstbte
radios in the world, and as an A&P, | have found they are not alivaiys) checked properly during their annual
inspection and testing. A modern style cell phone with full battea must. They have saved many lives in recent years.
A good handheld radio with good batteries will help talk rescuers into your spot.

Survival kits can be anything from simple to complex. | carry a Marine fiaséol water proof container that |
have also packed with a magnesium fire starter, waterigatiifn tablets, signal mirror, a couple of road flares (in
addition to flare gun, a good fire is always nice), two spaaskeks, wire saw, a long length of safety wire to set up
snares, fishing line with a couple lures, a multi-tool and a large huntirgdtnéfpped to the outside of the case. Most, if
not all, can be found at the local Wal-mart in the campingasecti other department stores. There are also several
manuals for survival readily available.

Now that you have prepared for a winter escape from the ground,chafiled a flight plan? If you are one of the
many free spirits in the aviation community that can’t figurehmut to do that, at least let someone know where you are
going, your route of flight, about how long the flight is expddie take, and if you are planning any out of the way
unscheduled sightseeing triptet someone know what you might be doirBgelieve it or not, there are aviators out
there that just jump in and go. Also, | am stlvat after the last flight, your fuel tanks were topped off, anchgwdur
preflight, you didn’t notice any water during sumping, and you leamd cylinder head temperatures get to at least the
bottom of the green arc prior to blasting off into the wild blue yonder.

| once saw a Cessna pilot at one of the other northgrm
airports where | used to work at, try to save some m npy
by doing his own snow removal/de-icing using a bu <gt
of hot water. His reasoning...... the water will blow F
while taking off. He wound up in the woods off {
airport. De-icing and snow removals a must on ALL
aircraft. If you are not at your home airport, and n it
leave it outside, clean it off properly. Even the sligh 2§t
frost on wings can have an impact on the aerodynami g]of
the wings. Once again, | lost a friend when he anc His
student failed to remove frost from the wings. De-icin¢
an FBO can be a little expensive, but not nearly as r ugch
as replacing your pride and joy or a lengthy hospital stay:

Winter flying in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula can be enjoyable and yafe take a little time to prepare. 4



In the Editors Words - Aaron Gustafson agustafson@chartermi.net

The lean winter months of happenings are upon us. This is érgesédr you to send me an article
and pictures of your topic of interest or experiences. Or how alboatreory of some exciting flight or event
from the past. If you send by cyberspace, pictures should be ifjpatf and in regular emails or word
documents. Just plain paper scribblings are good too! Thanks towhoskave sent or continue to send
articles. Special thanks to Dave VanDenburg who provides gidingeevery month. His articles are read
by many beyond the borders of 439.

PLANE ART

Dec 8th  chapter 439 Meeting
Chad Kubick’s Pilot Lounge
Iron Mountain, Ml

Jan 5th  Christmas Party
Tom and Beth Sullivan’s
Iron Mountain, Ml

Artist;: Andrew Gustafson Age 7

FOR SALE WANTED

AIRCRAFT PARTS AIRCRAFT ULTRALIGHTS PROPS N&INES

EAA 439 members place your ad here by sending itto agustafson@chartermi.net
Please include price and contact information in your ad

WANTED: Plans or information leading to plans for the “Beicket” all metal bi-plane. Plans are no longeaitable, but
more than 200 sets were sold. Anyone with inforamatr plans is asked to email Andy Waidner awai@uwhartermi.net

FOR SALE TRADE or PART OUT:

BD-4 four place high wing Project. Val Bernhardit&4VB is a complete aircraft less engine and ae®rincludes extra parts,
extra rear stabilator, full set of extra fiberglagag tubs, new set of fiberglass wing tips. Soesaration done. $4500 OBO
Contact Lloyd Ph 906 774 7379

FOR SALE Beaver aircraft, 618 Rotax, 2 seat tandem, dudralsn Full Lotus floats, needs new fabric $4500@Bsk for
Jim. Ph 906 774 9301

FOR SALE 1947 Republic Seabee Serious Buyers only Cof@aotge Sandy
Ph 661 822 9507 or gthomassandy@att.net

FOR SALE Weedhopper 40, Rotax 447, 7 hrs. TT, like new,tatestart, full panel, w/ trailer. $6000.
Ph 906 346 3237 (reason for sale, Need hangeespac

FOR SALE Used Lycoming oil filter spin-on adapter , like neits most Lycomings, FAA-PMA, $200
Ph 906 779 1368 mbetti@hughes.net



TC Tid BItS Technical Counselor Dave VanDenburgASDOF@yahoo.com
So Many To Choose From!

Last month we discussed some of the reasons to build an aircrafivangeld you that homebuilding
is a disease with no known cure (thank God). A quick look at the EA&r's Crafteror a web search for
types of amateur built aircraft will result in a list afetally thousands of different aircraft available for
amateur construction. The choice can be daunting to say the Adast a quick look through Trade-A-Plane
or online aircraft sales outlets will show a lot of “projeatfcraft. This is simply another word for unfinished
and abandoned construction projects. Why are there so many urinistraft? | believe a large number of
these are the result of insufficient planning and unrealistic éfp@ts when choosing the aircraft to build.
Knowing this, how can we select the proper aircraft to build?

Probably everyone’s “ideal aircraft” is different and
sometimes we choose to build a certain model aircraft simply

because we like the looks. Be advised however, reality will
rear its ugly head eventually, so a successful aircraft
construction project should begin with a systematic
examination of a few factors.

| believe the first action to take in selecting an aircraft project
is to answer the question, “What do | want the aircraft to
do?” If you want to take long cross country trips, speed, fuel
capacity, payload, and comfort become very important and
will eliminate many potential aircraft. If, on the other hand,

Low and Slow you simply want something to fly locally, speed and range
may take a back seat to economy and visibility.

If you are a history buff or frustrated fighter pilot, an eadplica aircraft such as a Jenny or SPAD,
may be your dream machine. Consider the mission, build a list airtiraft that can meet that mission, let
your dreams run wild, and then introduce a little reality.

Probably the first “reality check” we need to
make is financial. You may want to own the sleel j!
fastest aircraft on the field, but as an old friend ¢ de
told me, “We build and fly what we can afford.” Tl s
doesn’'t mean that we need a bank account like 3jlI
Gates to build and fly our “dream machine.” For n gt
of us however, it does mean that we need to either ipd
a source of financing, slow the project down so tha: »r
income can keep up with the expenditures, and/or ind
cheaper ways to get the materials we need. Hor
example, a “plans built” aircraft instead of a “kit” m
save you some money. The tools and equipmer \ve
have (or can afford) should also be considered. If o
are starting from scratch, the tools required to build c.. Fast and Furious
aluminum aircraft can cost several thousands of dollars. Woodworkirgy dowlmuch cheaper, so a wood
aircraft may be a more practical choice, if the budgegig.t Similarly overhauling a used engine (or simply
mounting and flying a used mid time engine) instead of buying aom@amay free up resources to keep the
project going. | believe there is always a way to do wheatwsh to do, but remember, we build aircraft for
fun and education. We need to maintain perspective and not break the family {ganknued on page 7) g




Where you wish to keep or “hanger” your aircraft may also haveanigeon the type of aircraft you
build. For example, if you would like to save hanger fees and keegirtiraft at home when not flying,
something with folding (or easily detachable) wings may be fjsit the doctor ordered” and a KitFox, an
Avid Flyer, or a Flybaby may be your best choice. If you havat@nvont location, something on floats may
be the ticket. Or maybe you want the best of both worlds, suchahatay keep the aircraft on the water, and
yet land at the local airport for a monthly EAA chapter nmgetiThis might lead you to build an amphib such
as the “Sea Ray.”

experience. | have often had people tell me they"

to build an aircraft but don’t know how and are afi i
they do not have the ability. My reply is alwe §
“everyone was a first time builder at one time” i E
quite frankly, | have never meet anyone | didn’t tF
could build an aircraft. Having said that, howeve |l
don’t recommend someone with minimal mechar Gl
skills or little experience start with a complex aircr
Maybe something easy to construct would be a ¢
way to get your feet wet. Something like a Bowers
“Flybaby,” a Pietenpol “Aircamper”, or an Evans “Volksplane”yrae a good plans built starting project.
Similarly, a Kitfox or an RV might be a great “first” kdtircraft. Also, there are many people making parts
commercially for home built aircraft, so you can sometimes buy a cormppléxand avoid a tricky construction
problem. As far as that goes, there are also several “bailagsistance” centers that will help you complete
the project. If you go this route, be cautious, as some of these do engegpdrdize the “amateur built”
status of your project. In addition, most kit manufacturers hayood technical help section just a phone call
away, most aircraft types have an online builders group, and the E®\fotsaof Technical Counselors with
years of experience. These are all great resources arfe cd immense assistance. Best of all, they are free.
All you need to do is seek them out!

| really need to add a word about ability ¢ 1
Em
[

Kitfox

The space you have to build may also influence your
choice of aircraft. For example, if you wish to build an
aircraft mostly from wood, you will need a heated area to
work in the winter months, or your glue will not dry until
spring. Similarly, if you are constructing your aircraft in
an apartment (many have!) welding a tubular fuselage
may be impractical. | would urge you to never let the
lack of a large, well equipped workshop keep you from
attempting an aircraft project, but recognize the
limitations and chose your project wisely.

Build it in a basement

Lastly, you should consider the time you have to devote to the project. A typicatiaftasan require
a couple thousand hours of construction time, and a “plans built” aicaraftequire much more. Be realistic
in your expectations and realize that job and family needs mayfeire with your desired work schedule, ex-
tending the time required to complete the project. Recognihiagrom the start may prevent the frustration
that can accompany a slow moving project. | hate it when makiiving interferes with my hobby, but |
guess that’s life.

Well, this has been sort of quick and dirty, and by no means an exhdisstofeconsiderations for the
aircraft selection process. | would encourage you to look a&xtelent articles on selecting an aircraft in the
Member’s section of the EAA web site (www.EAA.org), discuss sopteons with other homebuilders, and
by all means talk to your chapter Technical Counselor. Most bhdishomebuilding” a fun and rewarding
hobby, and a little forethought and planning can go a long way towards a successfatioompl

Till next month, fly safe and keep building 7
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